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Editorial 





Springtime for Thatcher? 


One of the most fatuous remarks to emanate from the House of Commons in 
recent years came in February from Mrs Thatcher herself. In response to 
questions about the Panorama investigation into Tory extremism, she declared 
flatly that ‘‘there is no racism in the Conservative Party’’. But it was about par 
for the course in what has clearly become the Tories’ strategy for dealing with 
revelations of infiltration by, or collaboration with the extreme right: deny it all 
and turn the heat on those making the allegations. 

As a result of this, we have witnessed the absurd spectacle of party chairman 
John Selwyn Gummer, issuing dire threats from the platform of the recent Young 
Conservatives’ conference, of retribution against the BBC for having the temerity 
to broadcast a programme which threw the full glare of public attention onto an 
aspect of contemporary conservatism which the party leadership would rather 
keep from the light of day. They have, in fact, become so frightened (or ‘‘frit’’ as 
the PM might say) as the stories of collaboration with the far right move closer 
and closer to Thatcher’s own cabinet, that the independence of the BBC is 
suspected of being under threat, and has become an issue of concern with 
frontbench Labour speakers in the Commons. 

There is now only one thing which will put a stop to suspicions that the Tory 
leadership is soft on its own extremists. It must cease trying to pillory the BBC, 
and the Young Conservative authors of the internal report which first highlighted 
extremism in the party, and instead tackle the rea/ issues: the fact of infiltration 
and collaboration, and how they might be dealt with. Anything less will only add 
to the conviction which is now spreading, that a cover-up is in progress — and a 
cover-up which is protecting people closer to Mrs Thatcher than has previously 
been suspected. 


Alarm over verdict 


A recent prosecution involving NF members charged under the Race Relations 
Act with selling racist literature has punched a loophole clean through the Act. 

The police, it must be said, had prepared a thorough case, and pressed it 
vigorously. The acquittal came on an asburd technical defence put forward by 
Front photographer Ian Newport and his co-defendants. Accused of selling the 
literature, copies of We are National Front, from a market stall at East London’s 
Brick Lane, they claimed that items on the stall were for exhibition only, and 
were not being offered for sale. Encouraged by a summing-up from the judge 
which put considerable weight on this defence argument the jury at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court acquitted them all. 

So again there is concern that in respect of publishing racist literature, the Race 
Relations Act — a few successful convictions notwithstanding — is shown to be 
toothless. Once more we are driven to the conclusion that the only effective 
defence against the publication and distribution of poisonous material like We 
are National Front, is the popular and determined activity of the anti-racist 
movement itself. 
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Anderson and Griffin lead Bury St Edmunds march. 


NF anti-rocket march 


turns into damp squib 


The 100 or so members of the 


National Front who shuffled 
through Bury St Edmunds in mid- 
January after a cold wet night 
picketing Lakenheath US air-force 
base were a sorry sight to behold. 

Dishevelled and damp, the glue 
sniffers of Dagenham were joined by 
two of the new party bosses, Nick 
Griffin and Ian Anderson, and some of 
their Young Conservative friends, with 
Steve Brady, the nazi terrorist contact 
man, bringing up the rear. Claims that 
they were launching a new large branch 
in the area were contradicted by the fact 
that the bulk of those present had been 
bussed in from afar. 

Twenty-five of the NF activists had 
intended to spend the whole night 
outside the US base but were rained off 
early — so much for their staunch 
British spirit. Onlookers in Bury were 
taken aback by nazis chanting ‘‘yanks 


out’’. Local anti-fascists booed them as 
they marched behind a large number of 
police officers who turned a deaf ear and 
blind eye to the racist taunts and nazi 
salutes which offended many local 
people. 

This approach of getting out amongst 
the people and into campaigns which 
have widespread support is all part of 
the NF’s new political stance. In this 
instance Cruise missiles and US military 
bases were the band waggon onto which 
the Fronters were jumping. Of course 
they have no time for CND, and favour 
our own British bomb. That might 
explain the series of midnight attacks 
and arsons directed against the peace 
camp at the other US base in the area, at 
Weatherfield, over the last couple of 
months. 

As ever the local paper, the East 
Anglian Daily Times, gave the NF a 
good plug. 





NF race hate author acquitted 


Snaresbrook Court in East London, which 
has gained a notorious reputation as the 
place where juries are prepared to acquit 
almost any criminal, was the venue at which 
Ian Newport, Robert Young and a third 
Front member, Michael Burroughs, 
appeared on charges brought under the 
Race Relations Act. Burroughs and Young 
were caught by Tower Hamlets market 
inspectors selling We are National Front, a 
barbaric photo essay in race hate, from a 
bookstall they run for the National Front in 
Brick Lane market in the heart of the 
Bengali community in East London. 
Newport, the Front photographer, took the 


photos which fill its pages with images of 
black people directly compared with apes 
and boot boys boasting of how many reds 
their boots have kicked in. An elderly 
Jewish market trader is captioned ‘‘I’ve 
been gassed six million times’’. 

Despite a fairly vigorous prosecution 
case, after listening to the judge the jury 
returned a not guilty verdict. Young had 
told the Court that many of the 
photographs were cartoons which ‘‘Front 
members found very amusing’’. 

Newport, 38, of Coventry Road, Ilford, 
was described as a security guard. 





Rising — fresh as 
mediaeval compost 


As Searchlight has highlighted in previous 
issues, there is a shift of power taking place 
within the National Front. The old guard 
like Martin Webster, who learnt their ugly 
trade in hard-line nazi groups during the 
1960s, are finding themselves edged out by 
a new generation of fascists. Contemptuous 
of old-fashioned nazism and out-dated 
tactics, these new militants aim to revive the 
fascist scene with a mixture of ‘radicalism’ 
and terroristic tactics. 

Both these themes are prominent in Rising, a 
magazine published ostensibly by an independent 
group, but which in reality is supporting the 
young militants of the NF. The first issue of 
Rising called itself a ‘“‘booklet for a political 
soldier’’ and declared that ‘“‘there is an urgent 
need to set up long-term permanent structures 
which would guarantee a continuous flow of 
militants’’. Significantly, in the light of the 
connections with known Italian terrorists 
(revealed in last month’s Searchlight), Rising 
calls upon ‘‘the European nationalist 
movements’’ to work together. 

Much of this first issue was devoted to 
championing the correct Spirit, and expressing 
uplifting platitudes to the effect that man’s ‘‘life 
on this earth is in vain unless he experiences 
himself as primarily Spirit and leads his life to 
achieve a purpose, to flower his Spirit’’. What all 
this nonsense about the flowering Spirit is meant 
to suggest is that ‘‘the rebirth of our civilisation’’ 
depends upon ‘‘the spiritual regeneration of a 
revolutionary elite able to stand above this world 
of ruins’’. 

Leaving aside the problem why mixing a few 
metaphors should produce a spiritual uprising, 
one can note the reference to a revolutionary 
elite. Many of the complaints made by younger 
NF member against their former chairman John 
Tyndall have concentrated upon the elitism of 
old-fashoned nazism. The new nazis were going 
to be so much more comradely and were going to 
dispense with all the follow-my-leader games. 
However, as Rising’s contents indicate, the new 
style nazism is merely a photocopy of the older 
style. 


“Political soldiers” 


It is quite clear that the ‘‘political soldiers’’ of 
Rising like to think of themselves as a special 
breed of heroes: ‘‘not everyone can be a National 
Revolutionary for its demands are stringent’’, 
declares issue three. The National Revolutionary 
must show ‘‘total dedication’’ and ‘‘that means 
giving your time, energy, money and talents and, 
if necessary, your life’’. In consequence the 
National Revolutionary ‘‘will always be a part of 
a militant elite’. Rising’s editor, who calls 
himself Richard Murphy but is, in fact, Derek 
Holland, asks ‘‘Are you part of that minority?” 
If so, the editor provides a philosophical 
fertiliser to encourage the flowering of the Spirit: 
“Remember Intelligent Thought correlated with 
pertinent Action will signal Victory’’. 

If elitist action is pertinent, then it calls for 


some suitably elitist thoughts, and the so-called 
radical philosophy of Rising takes some rather 
old-fashioned stances. For example, Paul 
Matthews, also in the third issue, looks back to 
the golden epoch of feudalism, where the 
peasants happily worked the land and the 
knights, somehow or other, unified Europe with 
their ‘‘blood-ties’’. It was a wonderful system of 
“stability and order, responsibility and service’’. 
The author concludes that many of Feudalism’s 
values are ‘‘authentic expressions of the Western 
soul’’ and ‘‘will be the cultural hallmarks of 
tomorrow’’. 

Throughout the pages of Rising there are 
similar backward glances to simpler ages where 
broad-boned and blonde-haired heroes rode out 
to fight Infidels. This is all part of the doctrine of 
Muck and Mysticism, or as Rising Number Two 
puts it: 

“BLOOD AND SOIL! This is what we mean 
by ‘Nation’. Everything we get from the 
magic fluid of our ancestors and from our 
sacred Land. These are the eternal truths the 
Marxists can never know!”’ 

So it’s back to the land and away from the 
corrupting materialism of the city, in order to 
grow pure, spiritually uplifting turnips and 





The first issue of Rising — for the ‘political 
soldier’. 


parsnips. Every issue sports wood-cuts of 
yeomen bearing picks, hoes and other bits of 
ancient rustic equipment. 

All this nostalgia is hardly quaint and certainly 
not without political intent. The new militants 
are not so interested in putting the clock back 600 
years, as in reviving the hardly new ideas of the 
Third Reich. Thus, the second issue outlines its 
back to the land philosophy by printing a 
translation of an article by Walter Darré, who 
suggested that true Nobility will only develop 
“through contact with mother earth’? and 
proposed that we ‘‘must take chosen families 
from the cities and place them in the country in 
such conditions to allow them to put down 
roots.”’ 


Rising comments that ‘‘all National 
Revolutionaries of the 1980s agree with Darré 
that the countryside is the place where our 
Peoples can rediscover their roots’’. Whether or 
not the new militants manage to set up some 
racial communes in Britain (and the indications 
from their contact with Candour suggest that 
Hampshire might be regarded as a favourable 
piece of Mother Earth), what is significant is that 
they are looking at Darré with approval. Darré 
was the Minister of Agriculture in nazi Germany, 
and Rising reproduces a photo of him with a 
discreet SS badge on his lapel. Needless to say, 
Darré was an obsessed anti-semite. 


Stirring phrases 


So too was the Italian fascist Julius Evola, who is 
also a hero of Rising. Both the first and third 
issues pay tribute to this ‘‘conservative 
revolutionary”’ (their and his term), even to the 
extent of reproducing some of his philosophical 
nonsense about “‘the Aryan doctrine of fight and 
victory’’. It’s full of stirring phrases like ‘‘the 
struggle in its highest sense encourages the 
sleeping hero in man to awake’’; and apparently 
“the Aryan stamp”’ is nothing to be found in 
Stanley Gibbons but is the ‘‘mental attitude 
which generates superior strength which takes 
him directly to Heaven’’. ; 

Rising has picked its heroes carefully but it 
doesn’t dwell on Evola’s career as an anti-semite: 
he was a contributor to the nazi magazine 
Forschungen zur Judenfrage (Investigations of 
the Jewish Question) which was the mouthpiece 
of the SS’s ‘‘intellectual’’ anti-semites. Evola 
represented the extreme anti-semitic wing of 
Mussolini’s fascism. 

However, the anti-semitic themes of 
“revolutionary conservatism’’ are not exactly 
absent from Rising. The first issue states that it is 
important to distinguish between ‘“‘the Afro- 
Asiatic community at present resident in our 
community’’ and ‘‘the Jews’’: ‘‘Racially both 
are inimical but care should be taken to deal with 
them separately’’. The ‘‘Afro-Asiatics’’ are ‘‘less 
dangerous’’ and should be allowed ‘‘to exercise 
their right to freedom and their cultural values’’ 
at least ‘‘in their own lands’’. No mention is 
made about Jews being allowed similar 
“*freedoms’’. 

The reason for this omission becomes clear in 
the editor’s article in issue three. Jews are the 
enemy and National Revolutionaries must be 
prepared for ‘‘the battle against the Jewish 
menace’; moreover, the editor argues, ‘‘we 
recognise that the annihilation of our open, 
visible, external Enemy is a precondition for the 
creation of a National and Distributist society’’. 

So all these new militants don’t have such 
radically different ideas from the old guard of 
fascists they’re seeking to sweep away; maybe 
they like to go on a few more country hikes than 
Martin Webster and his chums. Perhaps they 
have a few more unpleasant Euro-friends. But as 
for representing anything new, Rising’s 
philosophy is about as fresh as a mediaeval 
compost heap. 











Death blaze — who were youths? 


A verdict of accidental death 
concluded a two-day inquest at St 
Pancras Coroner’s Court into the 
death of five Asian women who 
perished last year in a daytime blaze at 
their place of work in the East End of 
London. 


The women worked in a clothing factory 
_ in Mile End. Late one afternoon the upper 
part of the building housing their workshop 
was engulfed in rapidly spreading flames 
and smoke. The women trapped on the 
second floor soon fell victims to the blaze. 

From the outset the fire officers who 
were called to the scene, and later the 
technical fire specialists, were troubled by 
the nature of the fire and by the lack of 


protection for workers at the factory. The 
latter concern led Bethnal Green Trades 
Council, the GLC, and other interested 
parties to set up a working group to 
improve fire safety precautions in East 
London workshops. It is estimated that 43 
per cent of fires in industrial premises are a 
result of arson. 

Despite the fire officers’ misgivings, and 
police evidence that two unidentified white 
youths had visited the workshop just before 
the fire, the Coroner saw fit to push for a 
verdict of accidental death rather than one 
of murder or even an open verdict. 

The seat of the fire was a pile of plastic 
coat hangers left on the stairs at first floor 
level. Once ablaze these burned fiercely, but 
what ignited them in the first place is still a 


mystery. Suggestions that a cigarette end 
may have been responsible is unlikely as 
none of the five dead women smoked, nor 
did any of the other workers except a van 
driver who was not around on the day of 
the fire. 

The two mysterious white youths had 
entered the workshop asking if they could 
buy some children’s clothes. They were told 
that the factory was only a wholesale outlet 
and that it did not make children’s wear. 
They left the second floor but were later 
seen hanging around the first floor where 
the fire started. Until these youths are 
found and eliminated from suspicion the 
verdict is certainly an unsafe one. 





Thinking the Unthinkable and Saying 
the Unsayable by Paul Weller (Caraf 
Publications, 30p from 119 East India 
Dock Road, London E14). 


The ‘unthinkable’ and the ‘unsayable’ 
were words used respectively by John 
Casey, Fellow of Caius College 
Cambridge and member of the 
Salisbury Group, and Roger Scruton, 
well known proponent of Thatcherism, 
in floating the possibility of 
retrospective alteration of the legal 
status of Britain’s black communities. 

Such moves, argues Paul Weller in his 
pamphlet Thinking the Unthinkable and 
Saying the Unsayable (Caraf publications) 
are backed up ‘‘not by a simple ideology of 
racial superiority’’ but by ‘‘talking of things 
which have a resonance for a general public 
which is still not free of the influence of 
imperialism’’. 

The Young Conservatives Report, 
putting the spotlight on those such as MP 
Harvey Proctor and his far-right 
connections, is to be welcomed says Weller, 
a Baptist clergyman. ‘‘The fact that it 
comes from within the heart of the party 
means that it cannot be dismissed as the 
speculation of people with political capital 
to make’’. 

But this has also served as a diversion 
from the more basic issue — the fascist 
tendencies and ideological trends which 
have a far more widespread and embedded 
influence within the party as a whole. 
“Concentrating on individual infiltration 
has focused attention on personalities and 
has enabled the Government to distance 
itself from them’’, points out Weller. 

These influences and trends operate in 
far more sophisticated and less ‘obvious’ 
ways — and that makes them no less 
dangerous. In fact, the opposite is true. 

How do we deal with this? Weller points 
to the use of what he calls political ‘marker 
words’ which often appear in the speeches 
and articles of many Conservative leaders 
and intellectuals like Casey and Scruton, 
and neo-nazi groups. 

He asks what are the common elements 
of ideology, and pointing to the rise of 
deportations and the growth of internal 
surveillance and controls, comments that 


“despite a rhetoric of equality, the 
underlying logic is one of 
repatriation’”. 


The constant use of the word ‘nation’ 
reveals a dominantly English outlook, 
refusing to recognise the plurality of 
nations held together within British society. 
And there are ominous echoes of the words 
‘volk’ and ‘destiny’ used in nazi Germany. 
Scruton and Casey and others in the 
Salisbury Group of Conservative 


Christians look at 
the respectable right 


philosophers are now developing ideas of 
‘nationhood’ in terms of a culturally 
homogeneous grouping with ‘mystical’ 
bonds in the past, present and future. 

Maurice Cowling, a Group member 
argues that ‘nationhood’ is threatened by 
“the immigration of alien communities’’. 
@asey believes Black people ‘‘cannot 
instinctively identify themselves with the 
state’? and calls for thinking the 
‘unthinkable’ — repatriation, deportation. 
Terms like ‘stock’, ‘blood’, and ‘heritage’ 
are exalted above all other criteria of social 
relationships. 

Looking at what Roger Scruton says 
about religion and the role of the church in 
his book The Meaning of Conservatism 
(Pelican, 1980), views endorsed by Mrs 
Thatcher, Weller warns of forces at work 
which would seek to ‘‘co-opt Christianity 
into what is basically a racist movement 
which identifies Britishness and 
Christianess’’. 





Salisbury Review — journal of the Salisbury 
group. 


This would seek to identify ‘‘our (who 
are ‘we’ anyway?) way of life with 
Christianity and in such a _ way that 
reinforcement is given to policies, practices 
and attitudes which define British Muslims, 
Sikhs, Hindus and Jews as essentially 
‘alien’.’? He sees this as a_ particular 
problem for the Church of England as the 
state church. 

He also sees a head-on collision coming 
between such views which seek to legitimate 
the existing order of things and embellish 
the establishment — and much 
contemporary Christian thought which has 
changed through the impact of ‘liberation 
theology’ and Christian revolutionary 
action in places like Latin America. 

It is the kind of thought and attitude 
which says that Christians should actively 
side with the poor and the oppressed, 
against the oppressors. It is slowly catching 
on in British churches, but there is a long 


way to go. 

“Tt is high time for Anglicans to examine 
what the establishment of their Church 
says, particularly, although not solely, 
against the background of our 
contemporary multi-faith society’’, says 
Weller. This is crucial, he argues, when 
Scruton and others see religion as ‘‘a tool of 
social cohesion in a threatened society’’. 
The idea of a ‘national’ church will become 
increasingly dangerous. 

It could be that Scruton & Co. hope to 
see a similar situation arise in Britain as in 
the US where the new Right and the 
Electronic Church have combined their 
impact to influence a society which elects 
Reagan again and again. 

The advent of cable TV in this country is 
going to bring that threat closer, with the 
potential use that can be made of it by the 
right-wing ‘hot Gospellers’, an example of 
which we have in London at the moment in 
the form of Argentinian evangelist Luis 
Palau. 

Weller sees the strength of the New Right 
ideology coming from its visionary element. 
“The only way that it will be defeated is by 
an alternative vision of Britain and the 
world’’. 

He adds: ‘‘In contemporary British 
society our imperial and colonial past and 
all that flows from it is inextricably bound 
up with our present ... Britain faces a 
crisis, and it is a crisis in the biblical sense of 
the word, a time of both judgement and 
opportunity, a moment that calls for 
decision’’. 

Our response could lead to tragedy and 
disintegration or ‘‘to the creative 
possibilities of building up new 
relationships both within British society and 
internationally’’. 

Weller asks whether we have the courage 
and hope to affirm the opportunities of our 
multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi-faith 
society. There has been a vacuum at the 
heart of British society ever since the 
passing of the Empire — the kind of feeling 
stirred up by the Falklands shows how deep 
this goes. ‘‘Will we allow the Empire to 
strike back?’’ asks Weller. 

He relates the Gospel story told by Jesus 
of the man who had a devil cast out of him 
only to find that because he hadn’t replaced 
it with a good spirit, seven more devils 
entered and his last state was worse than his 
first. Will the evil spirit of colonialism 
abroad be replaced by the returning spirits 
of colonialism both abroad and at home? 
Or will the good spirit of multi-racial 
internationalism replace it? 

Weller concludes that where there is no 
vision the people perish, but warns “‘where 
the vision is wrong, the people not only 
perish, they destroy each other too’’. 

This is a timely and much-needed 
reminder from Christians who are involved 
in the struggle against racism and fascism. 
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Ex-head joins Bradford nazis 





‘The febrile ineffectuality of 
oligarchical democracy was 
demonstrated by the instantaneous 
renaissance of Italy under a decisive, 
inspired leader.’ A quote from Private 
Eye’s ‘Pseuds’ Corner’? No. The 
ravings of a lunatic then? No, but 
getting warmer. 

In fact, this is the work of the British 
National Party’s star recruit, Mr Stanley 
Clayton-Garnett, writing about Mussolini. 
It is evident from his pompous prose that 
Clayton-Garnett is much influenced by his 
chief, John Tyndall. He even writes like 
him. Like a Headmaster, some might say. 
The difference is that, where Tyndall has 
never succeeded in achieving anything, Mr 
Clayton-Garnett was actually school head 
— at Delf Hill Middle School in Bradford 
— till last April. 

Now retired, he has joined the BNP and 
set himself up as a kind of ‘expert’ on 
education. In that role he has been making 
a nuisance of himself recently stirring up 
the troubled waters of education in 
Bradford. 


Racial violence 


For several months race issues have been to 
the fore in Bradford schools. Last year, the 
Bradford Metro Council carried out a 
consultative exercise Over a proposal to set 
up five segregated schools for Muslims. 
Then on 6 January, the interim report of an 
Education Committee inquiry into 
allegations of racial violence in Bradford 
schools was published. It showed that 
racism is rife within the schools; much of it 


instigated by the nazis of the BNP. 

Here Clayton-Garnett has chosen to cast 
his net. He endorsed proposals for racially- 
segregated schools and gained a great deal 
of publicity. Claiming that white children 
are being denied their birthright by being 
taught alongside black children, he says 
that Muslims should set up their own 
schools and announced that the BNP was 
offering its professional support to any 
group wanting to do so. 

From evidence collected by the Asian 
Youth Movement at the city’s Eccleshill 
Upper School, it is clear what that 
‘professional support’ is: racist violence, 
abuse and intimidation ... activities at 
which the nazis are no amateurs. 


Shaved heads 


On 5 January, the BNP was going to hold a 
press conference fronted by Clayton- 
Garnett. However, when they got wind of 
an anti-racist protest, they scuttled off to a 
smoke-filled back-room of a pub where, 
surrounded by BNP ‘professionals’ with 
leather jackets and shaved heads, Clayton- 
Garnett spelled out his racist message. 

It is in Tyndrall’s tawdry rag, Spearhead, 
that we get a more detailed picture of 
Headmaster Clayton-Garnett. There, this 
unreconstructed nazi writes: ‘‘In 1933, in 
Germany, the leadership principle was 
made manifest again by the emergence of 
Adolf Hitler as Reichskanzler and Fuhrer 
of all the German people. Hitler 
established the Leader as the chief 
magistrate of the State’? in which ‘‘the 
individual received care’’ and where ‘‘the 
volk concept solved the enormous problem 


of German unemployment within 18 
months.’’ The Nazi Party, he says, was a 
*‘committed participant in . . . benevolent 
projects’? — like the slave labour 
organisation the Labour Front. Nazism he 
calls ‘‘the high point of human 
endeavour’’. 


Anti-semitism 


His anti-semitism is also apparant from his 
reference to ‘‘the international herpes of 
Jewish finance-capitalism’’. This is what 
Clayton-Garnett calls his ‘‘socio-nationalist 
philosophy’’. 

Bradford’s Education Department 
chairman has pledged to sack any other 
Head who supports the BNP. 

What we want to know is why Clayton- 
Garnett was kept on so long? 
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Beleagured Tyndall lashes out 


THE Lone Fuhrer, John Tyndall, is at it 
again. Ever since he discovered that his ex- 
right-hand man was no Tonto, he has been 
in a state of sullen paranoia. He even went 
off in the huff to set up his very own, but 
not thriving, family concern, the British 


National Party, which operates from 
Seacroft, 52 Westbourne Villas, Hove, 
Sussex. 


John Tyndall is not satisfied with a good 
address. He wants recognition. He wants 
others to know that he is 7he Fuhrer and 
that all other Fuhrers are cheap imitations. 


Unfortunately for Tyndall, being the 
genuine article brings its tribulations. Scots 
punch you in the eye, and you have to learn 
to head bricks. And just when you've done 

‘all that your stoutest collaborator decides 
it’s time he sat on you. 


After such a collection of harrowing 
experiences, Tyndall has come to the 
conclusion that nobody is to be trusted. 
Apart from his constant wallowing in self- 
justification, that is the principal message 
of his personal organ, Spearhead. 

Take the December issue. In an article 


that clearly suggests his authorship — the 
bumptous tones are a dead give-away — 
Tyndall gives his view on what he calls ‘The 
Rot in the Front”. The basic thrust of the 
article is to suggest that recent actions by 
young nazis, Joe Pearce, and Nick Griffin, 
against Martin Webster, vindicate his own 
resistance to Webster's elephantine efforts 
to take over the NF. 


As usual, Tyndall gets it all wrong. Why 
change the habits of a lifetime? He 
gloatingly trumpets the resignation of 
Pearce and Griffin and sees this as a step 
towards a new split, rather than manoeuvre 
to outface Webster. Clearly, Tyndall is 
ignorant, or so he pretends, of Pearce and 
Griffin's enthusastic interest in Italian 
affairs. 


But what really burns Tyndall up is the 
fact that, four years ago, the NF rejected his 
proposals ‘‘to concentrate powers in a 
strong leader” ... himself. Equally, he 
seems very agitated by “the extraordinary 
omission” of Webster’s “chief defect, 
which is his perverted sexual proclivity.” 
Tyndall’s own obsession with Webster's 


peccadilloes is 
bizarre. 

No less strange is the way Tyndall goes 
beserk and lashes out at all and sundry. His 
latest target is the two men and a dog outfit 
that goes under the name of The Institute of 
National Studies. As the title “Fifth Column 
in Action” indicates, Tyndall doesn’t like the 
INS. After a long and somewhat obscure 
introduction which Tyndall admits is 
“suggestive of paranoia”, he finally gets to 
the point. He doesn’t like the INS because it 
claims to oppose “authoritarianism” and 
“totalitarianism”. 

As an ardent ‘‘authoritarian’’ and 
“totalitarian”, Tyndall doesn’t hesitate to 
lump the INS together with other fascist 
organisations that have contested his right 
to be Fuhrer. These he terms the “divide and 
conquer brigade”. And it takes him nearly 
3% pages to expend his fury before reaching 
the conclusion that people like the INS must 
be opposed “whenever and wherever they 
appear”. Clearly, the long years of isolation 
on the south coast are finally taking their 
toll of the man. It’s time he was put out to 
grass. 


itself nothing short of 





YOUNG MOORE’S ALMANAC 
AMID the general rejoicing (well, not quite, 
see below) at the appointment of the new 
editor of The Spectator, (27-year-old Charles 
Moore, the journal's political 
correspondent) one perhaps salient fact has 
been omitted. Neither 7he Observer nor the 
Sunday Times (who gave prominent 
coverage to Moore’s appointment on 5 
February) bothered to mention that in 
addition to his Spectator column, Moore was 
also known for his work for the Salisbury 
Group, one of the power-bases of the 
“Peterhouse School’’ of ultra-right 
Conservative academics, and, in particular, 
of Tory whizz-kid Roger Scruton and his 
side-kick, compulsory repatriator John 
Casey. 

Indeed, quite a while before Casey made 
his famous repatriation call (in the first issue 
of the Salisbury Group’s Review), Moore, 
then a Daily Telegraph reporter, wrote for the 
Group an extraordinary pamphlet titled 
“The Old People of Lambeth”, which 
consisted of a series of anonymous 
interviews with Brixton residents, 
supposedly representative of “ordinary 
citizens living in the areas which have 
experienced the impact of mass 
immigration”. Examples of what Moore 
came up with are the following: 

“What | do say is foreigners should live 
like us if they come here”. 

“Oh, the politicians did make a mistake, 
except for Enoch Powell — he’s a clever 
bloke.” 

“When in Rome, do as Rome does. That 
should be the law of this country”. 

“To think our men died to let that lot in”. 

In his own comments, Moore stated that 
for the Brixtonians he met, “the decay of 
morals, of religion and discipline’ were 
major worries, but “immigration was 
regarded by almost all as the great 
cataclysm of their lives’. Further, he 
deduced “in the course of conversation” 
that his interviewees felt ‘that white 
English life has a richness and civilisation 
which West Indian life lacks”, specifically, 
notions of “dignity and discipline’. Whites 
in Lambeth, he went on, “without having 
any dogmatic or arrogant theory of racial 
superiority’, can “see with their own eyes” 
that West Indians are “people more primtive 
than they”. 

It has been reported that a large number 
of Spectator staff writers have resigned from 
the magazine over the change of editorship. 
Sadly it appears that the reason for this is 
the manner in which the previous editor, 
Alexander Chancellor, was dismissed, not 
the alarming opinions of the new 
incumbent. 


HOLT, WHO GOES THERE! 


JUNE 6 this year will be a day of rejoicing 
for many and sorrow for many others. On 
that day 40 years ago the long-awaited allied 
invasion of France took place. War veterans 
and their families will be coming from all 
over the world to pay tribute to those who 
fell and to those who fought on to the gates 
of Hitler’s Berlin to link up with the Red 
Army and the many resistance movements 
along the way. 

The Royal British Legion have placed the 


arrangements for their pilgrimage tours in 
the hands of Major Tony Holt and his wife 
Valmai. The Holts have been running tours 
of various battlefields and war graves all 
over the world for the last seven years, and 
three years ago the British Legion took 
them on as their official pilgrimage tour 
operators. So it was strange to find, 
alongside all the promotional puffs the 
Holts have been getting in the national 
press and the colour supplements, a free 
advert in Britische historiker David Irving’s 
magazine Focal Point. 

Searchlight rang Major Holt to find out if 
the advertisement had appeared with his 
consent. He told our reporter that he relied 
on free write-ups and never advertised, and 
did not know of any publication called Foca/ 
Point. When we told him who published it he 
replied: “Oh yes, that makes sense, we had 
David Irving as our after-dinner speaker at 
our annual reunion last year’. When we 
asked him if he thought it proper that an 
organisation, sponsored by the British 
Legion to organise tours of the graves of 
Allied troops who had died fighting fascism, 
should be addressed by a man who had 
done so much to attack the allied wartime 
leaders, especially Winston Churchill, he 
said: ‘We have no particular allegiance to 
any banners here”. Maybe it’s a case of: 
Holt, who goes there, friend or foe! 


SURVIVAL MAC 


AS we predicted when British Movement 
went down the tubes last September, its 
former leader Michael (Dermot) McLaughlin 
had no intention of going back to his milk 
float. He is now the proud proprietor of a 
number of paramilitary enterprises. 

Chief amongst these is The Survivalist, a 
less than glossy magazine through which 
Mac cashes in on the current ‘survival’ 
fetish of the far-right by selling paramilitary 
paraphenalia to gullible would-be 
stormtroopers of the right. He also runs 
“survival” courses, and in the magazine is 
pictured posing as “group leader” in front of 
an unseemly squad of ‘‘survivalists” on one 
of his camps. (It must be said that some of 
this ill-clad group of misfits don’t look as if 
they could survive an early morning milk 
round, but let that pass). 

But old friendships die hard, and he can’t 
resist telling us of the foreign “visitors” 
from France who have attended (pictured 
below). Another foreign visitor, pictured on 
the cover of the latest issue is none other 
than Dutch fascist (and lately NF activist) 
Petra Smit, from London, seen enjoying the 
outdoors. Interestingly, the photographer is 
Bob Hoy, an American fascist, a frequent 
visitor to Britain, and well-known to the 
League of St George. He is also a good 
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McLaughlin’s French visitors. 


friend of anti-semitic publisher Anthony 
Hancock. 


CLEARING HIS NAME 


WITH all the fuss surrounding the Young 
Conservatives’ “infiltration” report and the 
Panorama special on “Maggie's Militant 
Tendency” one story has gone by the 
wayside. It surfaced during the General 
Election when it was alleged that the Tories’ 
(successful) Newcastle Central candidate 
Piers Merchant had, in the early 1970s, been 
associated with the far-fight National 
Democratic Party. At the time it was 
claimed that an NDP election document 
bearing his signature was still lodged with 
the Returning Officer at Nottingham Town 
Hall. Throughout the election period the 
Returning Officer refused to release it, and 
Merchant insisted that any signature would 
have to be a forgery. 

Searchlight has a suggestion. Why doesn't 
Mr Merchant himse/f ask Nottingham Town 
Hall to release the offending document, so 
that he can show his signature, once and for 
all, to be false, and end all the speculation 
that the story has aroused in the past, and 
will not doubt arouse in the future? 

Over to you Mr Merchant. . . 


PRODIGAL SON 


IT is obviously with some satisfaction that 
BNP fuhrer John Tyndall can welcome 
another contrite son back to the fold. His 
paper British Nationalist, in its January 
edition, announces that Robin May has 
signed up and will be responsible for 
“certain specalised functions”. His “proven 
abilities’’ BV remarks, “will be welcome by 
all in the BNP”. 

It is worth recapping May’s “proven 
abilities’. As a leading NF headquarters 
activist until 1979 (he left with the NF 
Constitutional Movement splitters) he was 
responsible in large part for organising the 
NFs goon squad (or “Honour Guard” as it 
was then known). His short balding figure 
was to be seen regularly marshalling teams 
of thugs on marches, or supervising their 
antics on ‘‘away matches” when they sent 
out squads to disrupt anti-fascist events. 

We wonder what “specialist functions” 
Tyndall has in mind for him. 


MEIN DUMMKOPF 


AS part of the present ructions in the NF, 
erstwhile Horst Wessel Joe Pearce has 
busily been telling anyone who will listen 
that the new look “Third Position” NF 
considers Hitlerism to be “repugnant” to 
decent British nationalists (and that should 
go down well with a few people!) 

But old idols die hard. VF News is now 
proudly announcing the publication of Joe’s 
masterwork Fight for Freedom — ‘‘a compact 
and comprehensive outline of the ideology 
of the National Front’. it was written — yes, 
you've guessed it — while Pearce was 
slammed up in Chelmsford goal for 
offences under the Race Relations Act. 

At this point an overwhelming sense of 
deja vu descends upon the Searchlight office. 
We can’t help feeling we've heard a similar 
yarn before . . . along, long time ago. 

In fact, it’s all bull. Pearce has difficulty 
constructing complete sentences let alone a 
book, and most of the drivel to which he is 
currently appending his name has been 
ghost-written by the likes of Nick Griffin 
and lan Anderson. But he will be making a 
small contribution of his own: /VF News tells 
us that the first 200 copies will be personally 
signed by Joe. It is said that this arduous 
task has been fully occupying the witless 
fuhrer for several weeks. 
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_ Mr Thatcher's reekable chin re 


the House of Commons on 2 February 


that “there is no racism in the 
Conservative Party’’ merely confirmed 
the line that the Tory Party leadership 


had obviously decided to take in 


response to the Young Conservatives’ 
Final Report on Extreme Right Wing 
Infiltration of the Conservative Party 


and Panorama’s ‘‘Maggie’s Militant 


_ Tendency’’. The YCs’ report had been 
handed to Party Chairman John 
Selwyn Gummer on 28 January and 
two days later the BBC’s Panorama 
went considerably further in exposing 
the racist right in the Tory Party. 
Gummer had tried to play down the 
_ Significance of the YC report. The 100-page 
document had taken some 18 months to 
produce but he managed to describe it in 
these terms: ‘‘. . . the YCs have written to 
me today to present a number of concerns 
.’, He reminded the YCs that the 
Conservative Party is one of tolerance. The 
reaction to Panorama’s report was to 
ignore the issues raised in the programme 
and try to rubbish the programme instead. 





“At least 12 other prominent 
_ NF members . . . now active 
in the Conservative Party” 





“Maggie’s Militant Tendency” started — 


_off by looking briefly at the best known 
recent example of right-wing drift 


a into the Conservative Party. Panorama 
managed to unearth Tom Finnigan’s 


election addresses from 1974, when he 
stood as the official National Front 


_ General Election last year as the official 
_ Conservative candidate in Stockton South 
_ — had told the electors of Erdington in 
1974 that ‘“‘the Conservatives don’t simply 
break election promises, they cheat and lie. 


_. Tories will promise you anything to get 
your vote’. Panorama also claimed that at 
____ least 12 other prominent NF members from — 
that period were now active in te 
Conservative Party. 
_ The main thrust of Panorama’ 5 


vestigation was to look at three particular 


groups on the far-right, and at their links 

_with the Conservative Party. John Selwyn 
Gummer — in the studio to be interviewed ¢ 

at the end of the filmed report — was _ 
- Femtinded oo his hie — the last Tory _ 





ingham, 


Party conference — “there will be no 
question of racialists who have connections _ 


with racialist parties taking part in 


Conservative activities. If we find them, 
they will not do 50.” 


YC National 
Chairman Phil Pedley believed that he had 
found them. His reaction to what the YCs 
had found was one of shock. ‘‘I never really 
expected that the committee would uncover 
this sort of evidence . . . | have been taken 
aback by what we have uncovered”’ 

The main group that Panorama 
investigated was Tory Action. The existence 
of this group (within the Tory Party, but 
well to the right of the Monday Club) was 


known, but the programme offered new 
evidence exposing the true nature and 


significance of it. 

Run by former Tory Party Parliamentary 
candidate and M16 Deputy Director G.K. 
Young, Tory Action was revealed for the 
first time as an ambitious and clandestine 
organisation operating deep within the 


Conservative Party. It is tightly controlled 


by Young, membership is by invitation 
only, it regards Mrs Thatcher as too liberal 
and it is openly and virulently racist and 
anti-semitic. It claims activists in over 160 
constituencies and at constituency level 
organises against ‘wets’ and for those it sees 
as ‘right-thinking’. Tory Action co- 
ordinates motions for Tory Party 
conference. It claims links with two dozen 
MPs and Panorama, through independent 


_ sources, was able to verify this figure and 


named four of the MPs. 

The Panorama team had access for the 
first time to the full range of ‘Round 
Robins’ — the newsletter of Tory Action. A 
selection of quotations from ‘Round 
Robin’ best illustrates the organisation: 


@ ‘‘On every occasion the monarch has to 
be photographed beaming at a 
_ piccaninny, while Prince Philip and 
Prince Charles vaper about in 
_ yarmulkas.”’ 


@ (talking of a by -clevdion} “the result was 


pretty dismal but, there again, with the 
extraordinary concentration of coons 


and the proletariat, life’s failures and 
human seconds, little else could be 


__ expected.” 
@ (on Mrs Thatcher) “she is vaccally a 
‘weak prime minister, surrounded by a 
bunch of toadies.” __ 
@ Jim Prior, 
_ unspeakable” 


influences’? in the Cabinet. — 
@ ‘‘It would be too much to pect a repeal 
of the Race Relations Act 


Francis Pym and “the 
Willie Whitelaw are 
described in one bulletin as “the evil 


oe 
disbandment of the Commission for 


PANORAMA EXP 
PARTY’S RA 


Racial Equality from a government _ 

whose leading members include 

Lithuanian Leon and Latvian Lawson.” 
@ ‘‘We are denounced as a sinister and all 

pervasive influence in the Tory Party. 

We are doing our best to be just that.”’ 

A former Tory Action member, 
Councillor Jon Phillips, described the 
group as “‘very secretive .. . a cancer that 
ought to be cut out of the Party’’, Phil 
Pedley described Young as a ‘‘dangerous 
individual .. . He is a man who seems to 
see a communist under every bed and 
usually a Jewish communist.”’ 





“When it comes to the 
gentle art of downright 
nastiness .. . the right-wing 
Tory fringe takes a lot of 
beating” 





Harvey Proctor MP described G.K. 
Young as ‘‘very upstanding ... a good 
Conservative’. This was not a view shared 
by the political editor of The Sun in 1973 
when he wrote of ‘England Whose 
England’’ (the racist film produced by 
Young): ‘‘when it comes to the gentle art of 


downright nastiness the right-wing Tory 


fringe takes a lot of beating ...’’. The 
writer was Anthony Shrimsley, now the 
Tory Party’s Director of Press and 
Publicity. 

The two other groups looked at were 
WISE and David Irving’s Focus Policy 
Group. Irving revealed that he is going to _ 
great lengths to buy membership lists from 
various groups on the right, using ‘‘old 
fashioned methods: by bribery, corrupton 
and buying, persuasion — anybody who 
has a list, we're interested in it’’. He said 
that he bought one such list from a past 
leader of the Federation of Conservative 


_ Students. Irving also said that he liased with 


six Tory MPs. The only one he named was 
Harvey Proctor. Irving’s former political 


secretary, Robin Davies, is on the 
committee of Tory Action. 
The other ‘‘bridging’’ organisation 


investigated was WISE — Welsh, lrish, 
Scots, English. WISE secretary Joan 


Mason’s interview must have had more _ 
than one. person on the right shifting 


uncomfortably in their armchairs. For 


example: ‘‘we are all described as fascists. 


We are . . . some are, I expect, but mostly — 
we are not. We are just as I have said, very 


concerned people and when they have _ 


someone articulate like Harvey Proctor 
speaking on me subject, they are so __ 


grateful. They write in their hundreds’’. 
Mason denied all charges that WISE is an 
extremist organisation, but the BBC 
cameras at a recent WISE meeting found an 
audience full of National Front members. 
Mike Salt, Kenneth McKilliam and Lady 
Jane Birdwood were all present. National 
Front and other far-right publications were 
openly on sale both inside and outside the 
meeting and the paper sellers found ready 
customers. Joan Mason named five MPs as 
having spoken at WISE meetings: these 
included John Stokes, Nicholas Winterton, 
Harvey Proctor and Tony Marlow. 

The programme concluded by looking at 
four MPs with significant links with the far- 
right. Harvey Proctor denied links with all 
three groups, despite having hosted a Tory 
Action reception in the House of 
Commons. Warren Hawksley denied any 
connection with Tory Action, despite 
having been shown to have been listed on its 
committee for three years. Both Neil 


OSES THE TORY 
CIST RIGHT 


Hamilton and Gerald Howarth have since 
issued writs denying Panorama’s claim that 
they too are linked with Tory Action. Both 
have also denied Panorama’s claim that 
they were involved in a series of 
embarrassing incidents in Berlin last 
summer On a Parliamentary delegation, and 
that fellow Conservatives were treated to a 
display of goose-stepping. Interviewed on 
the programme, Conservative Party 
member Professor Paul Wilkinson, said of 
these four MPs: ‘‘there is no place for them 
in a democratic Parliamentary Party’. 
Since the programme Young has claimed 
that two Cabinet Ministers are linked with 
Tory Action and that Hawksley was, 
indeed, an active member of its committee. 
The Daily Telegraph has been wheeled into 
action to convey the impression that 
everyone in the Tory Party thought that the 
programme was disgusting. The Tory Party 
leadership seems to take the view that the 
best course of action is to bluff it out and 


George K. Young, now Tory Action organiser, and K. Harvey Proctor, now Tory MP for 
Billericay bringing up the rear at a Halt Immigration Now Campaign march in 1972. 
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attack Panorama rather than its own racist 
right. That might minimise embarrassment 
in the short term, but in the long run the 
fact that racism in the Tory Party has been 
put firmly on the political agenda — with 
nothing being done about it — will not be 
forgotten. Jewish and Asian Conservative 
voters and indeed the majority of all 
Conservative voters, who have no truck 
with racism, will be less than impressed by 
any sign of a cover-up. The racist right are 
likely to be quite encouraged by it. Maggie 
may well have found her very own Militant 
Tendency. 
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RACE-THEORIST GAYRE IS 
NEW ‘WISE’ SPONSOR 


A RECENT addition to the list of 
sponsors of WISE is the curious 
name of Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
Gayre of Gayre and Nigg. A 
Scotsman with an interest in 
heraldry and the history of Scottish 
clans, Gayre has for a long time 
possessed other interests which are 
not quite so harmlessly eccentric. 
He has been one of the leading 
figures in Britain attempting to give 
racist ideas a veneer of 
respectability. 

Gayre’s career in academic racism 
stretches back to before the war. In 1939 
he visited Hitler’s favourite race- 
theorist, Hans Giinther, in Berlin. 
Giinther was an assiduous promoter of 
the myth of Aryan superiority and 
Jewish decadence in nazi Germany, and 
for this work he received the Goethe 
Medal from Alfred Rosenberg, head of 
Hitler’s Foreign Political Office. 

The influence of Giinther can be seen 
in one of Gayre’s early books, Teuton 
and Slav on the Polish Frontier. Not 
only did Gayre reproduce page after 
page of Giinther’s photographs of ideal 
“racial types’’, but he also praised 
‘“‘Professor Hans F.K. Giinther’s 
authoritative work on German racial 


science’ (p.30). 
After the war, Gayre contrived to 
tread an unsteady line between non- 


respectable racist politics and an 
outwardly respectable academic career 
as Professor of Anthropology at Saugor 
University in India. Amongst the less 
respectable enterprises was the Candour 
League of Rhodesia, of which he was a 
member. The Candour League was 
founded in Britain by A.K. Chesterton, 
who was Oswald Mosley’s ex-right-hand 
man and later had the dubious 
distinction of becoming the first 
chairman of the National Front. In 
February 1967 Gayre contributed a piece 
in praise of South Africa to the Candour 
League of Rhodesia’s magazine 
Rhodesia and World Report. 

Gayre’s links with Chesterton 
surfaced a year later when five members 
of the Racial Preservation Society were 
prosecuted under the Race Relations 


Act. All the defendants were themselves 
members of the newly formed National 
Front; one of them, Alan Hancock was 
also a member of the ‘intellectual’ fascist 
organisation, Northern League, of 
which Hans Giinther had been a founder 
member. 

Gayre spoke as an ‘‘expert’’ witness 
for the defence, maintaining that it was 
scientifically proven that blacks were 
‘‘feckless’’. The other ‘‘expert’’ 
witnesses were Dr John Mitchell 
(involved with Mosley, Greater Britain 
Movement, National Front, etc and etc) 
and Joy Page, who continues to run the 
racist Immigration Control Association 
and who, like Gayre, is today one of the 
sponsors of WISE. In addition to 
testifying on behalf of the defence, 
Gayre also contributed £25 to their 
defence fund. For both actions Gayre 
was publicly thanked by the chairman of 
the NF, Chesterton, and in fact Gayre 
helped Chesterton compile a booklet 
about the trial. 

Much of Gayre’s efforts have been 
devoted to promoting his quasi- 
academic magazine, Mankind 
Quarterly, which aimed to provide a 
‘‘respectable’’ forum for racist ideas. In 
this magazine, Gayre continued 
promoting the notions of Giinther, as 
well as trying to pass off Racial 
Preservation Society publications as 
being academically respectable. The 
connection with the Northern League 
and with Giinther’s ideas of Aryan 
superiority was continued in 1978, when 
Gayre announced the appointment of a 
new editor of Mankind Quarterly: Roger 
Pearson. Not only had Pearson, like 
Gayre, spent time in India, but more 
importantly he was one of the leading 
figures in the anti-semitic World Anti- 
Communist League, and had been one 
of the founders of the Northern League. 

In associating himself with WISE, 
Gayre of Gayre appears to be continuing 
his career of attempting to create a racist 
climate of opinion, in which fascist ideas 
flourish. In so doing he has found a 
perfect organisation for dealing with the 
pomposities of racist philosophy and for 
flirting with the ugly realities of fascist 
politics. 


Mankind Quarterly — Gayre’s racist mouthpiece. 
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@ NF FLYING SQUAD BREAK UP IRISH 
MEETING 


A group of National Front supporters from East 
London claimed ‘100 per cent success’ in 
breaking up an Irish meeting in the town of 
Thurrock. The 50 NF demonstrators, mostly 
skinheads, were from the Front’s East London 
so-called ‘‘Instant Response Group’’. They 
picketed the meeting, chanting anti-[RA and 
racist slogans, and kicking and abusing people 
going in, before trying to gain admission 
themselves. 

The police closed the meeting, held at the 
Thameside Centre, when the organisers refused 
admission to the National Front. Police claimed 
that the organisers couldn’t exclude the NF from 
the meeting because it had been advertised as a 
public meeting. 

After a discussion among the 45 people at the 
meeting, organisers decided to call it off. One of 
the speakers, Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn, said 
that he thought it was appalling that the police 
took such dictatorial powers to stop a public 
meeting. He said he was shocked at the police 
refusal to allow organisers to stop ‘‘racist and 
fascist thugs’, from attempting to come into a 
meeting and break it up, and would be writing to 
the Home Secretary to complain about the Essex 
Police actions. 

One of the organisers of the meeting, Adrian 
Mathews, said that the meeting to discuss the 
Irish problem would be reconvened at a future 
date. (Thurrock Gazette 20.1.84; Evening Echo, 
Basildon 13.1.84; Irish News, Belfast 13.1.84.) 


@ NF MAN’S BUSINESS HITS THE ROCKS 


George Wright, a prominent NF activist in the 
1970s, is to face his creditors following a 
compulsory liquidation order on his building 
company. A London High Court judge made the 
liquidation order on 5 December, and the 
company is being probed by the Official 
Receiver. 

Wright, (57), stood as an NF candidate in the 
1974 General Election, and resigned as Yorkshire 
and Humberside chairman in 1977. He has 
angered local people at West Marton, near 
Skipton, with his plan to convert a listed building 
into flats, which they claim is a ‘‘desecration’’. 
(Bradford Telegraph & Argus 16.1.84.) 


@ ‘‘WE’LL BURN YOUR HOUSE DOWN” 


The leaders of a gang of white youths threatened 
to kill an Asian man and burn his house down. 
Mr Hussain and his son were later prosecuted by 
the police. 

The gang surrounded and abused Mr Hussain 
of Newton Street, Acton. Later, the gang leader 
returned and smashed several milk bottles on the 
family’s doorstep. Mr Hussain drove his son 
Mohammed, (17), and a 15-year-old youth to 
find the white youth. When they found him, he 
swore at Mr Hussain, and punched Mohammed 
in the face. In the ensuing fight, Mohammed and 
the other lad struck the white youth with the 
halves of a billiard cue. 

Mohammed Hussain and the 15-year-old 
juvenile both admitted a charge of wounding. 
Mohammed was fined £80. His co-defendant was 
ordered to be sentenced by the juvenile court. Mr 
Hussain was bound over for 12 months in the 
sum of £50 for driving the boys to find the white 
youth. (Evening Mail 24.1.84.) 


INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 


Part 3 in our series ‘‘What’s happening on the American right?” 


America’s racist right 
— still on the fringe 


THE American extreme right is made up of many different groupings, and in the previous months we've 
looked at the nazis and the different Ku Klux Klan factions. In this issue we examine some of the other 
organisations on the American far right. 


Of the different racist organisations 
in the United States, one of the 
more important is the National 
States Rights Party (NSRP). 
Formed in 1958, its leading figures, 
Edward R. Fields and Jesse B. 
Stoner, are veteran fascists. Fields 
at the age of 14 was a member of a 
racist group that planned to seize 
power in the state of Georgia, while 
Stoner is a former Klan organiser 
and founder of the Stoner Anti- 
Jewish Party. The NSRP, which 
replaced that group, is believed to 
be no more than a thousand strong 
but its paper The Thunderbolt, has a 
circulation of around 15,000, and in 
1974 Stoner gained over 70,000 
votes in a Georgia election. 

The Thunderbolt has enabled the 
NSRP to be more of an influence on the 
US racist right than its meagre 
membership might suggest, but recent 
events have cast a cloud over its future. 
Both its leaders have recently left the 
scene — Stoner has been imprisoned for 
a 1958 racist bombing while Fields has 
resigned as party secretary and 
Thunderbolt editor because of tensions 
over his involvement with an outside 
organisation, the New Order Ku Klux 
Klan. While the NSRP differs from the 
Klan the disagreements are not over 
racism, however, as Stoner’s election 
propaganda has made all too clear. 
Running in 1978 for Georgia state 
governor, he denounced the ‘Jew- 
controlled federal government’ and 
called for ‘complete separation of the 
races and a White America for Whites 
only’. 

Another of the main American racist 
groups is James K. Warner’s Christian 
Defence League. A former leader of the 
American Nazi Party, Warner publishes 
the repulsive Christian Vanguard and 
believes that Christianity is for Aryans 


Reem. 


Edward Fields, NSRP leader. 


only and that the Jews are “the 
descendants of Satan’. Christian 
Vanguard has reprinted material from 
the notorious nazi paper of the ‘30s, Der 
Sturmer, including the hoary allegation 
that Jewish people engage in the ritual 
murder of Christian children. 

While Warner's organisation is the 
best known of the religio-political 
groupings which believe Aryans to be 
God’s chosen people — the so-called 
Identity doctrine — other such 
groupings have emerged in recent years. 
We discussed in a previous issue the 
extremist anti-tax organisation, Posse 
Comitatus (Searchlight 101). Another 
group, John R. Harrell’s Christian 
Patriots Defence League, predicts an 
impending economic collapse, race-war 
and a Cuban invasion, and, in the 
meanwhile, organises classes in the use 


of guns and crossbows, “knife fighting’”’ 
and ‘‘Bible Answers to Racial 
Questions”. A similar group — the 
Covenant, the Sword, and the Arm of 
the Lord — has set up a paramilitary 
settlement in Arkansas and co-operates 
with the Christian Patriots in arms 
training. The Jews, they hold, “are 
financing the training of blacks to take 
over most of our major cities’’ and they 
await the “coming war’ which will 
herald the approach of ‘’God’s 
government’. A further Identity 
organisation, Aryan Nations, has been 
closely linked with the German neo-nazi 
Manfred Roeder. At a 1981 joint 
conference with Canadian Klansmen, an 
Aryan Nations speaker declared ‘’We 
need power in order to preserve our race 
and to repress our enemy, the Jew”, 
and an article in the Aryan Nations 
Newsletter called for the violent creation 
of a racial state. The article was entitled 
“Why we need to kill the bastards’’. 
The Identity movement is made up of 
a number of different groupings but it is 
not the only form of religious racialism in 
the US, and another centres around 
Robert Miles, who produces From the 
Mountain, a _ publication which 
combines accounts of peculiar religious 
rituals with an enthusiastic argument for 
a united front of the racist forces in 
America. The Mountain Church is sited 
in Michigan, and Miles’ magazine 
reports his efforts to bring together 
members of rival groups at the events he 
organises from there. Thus in one issue, 
he reported a meeting addressed by 
National Socialist White People’s Party, 
SS Action Group and Aryan Nations 
speakers and attended by members of 
many different organisations, ranging 
from the United Klans faction of the 
KKK to both the main nazi groups — 
“all were as one in racial theological 
kinship at this gathering’. When racist 
activist Gerald Carlson ran for election in 
Michigan in 1981, From the Mountain 
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Klan and nazis in 
re-trial 


The federal trial of six Klansmen 
and three nazis accused of killing 
five anti-Klan demonstrators in 
Greensboro, North Carolina in 
November 1979 began in January in 
the US District Court. Six Klansmen 
and nazis were acquitted in a 1980 
state trial. 

The acquittals triggered public protest 
and demands from civil rights 
organisations and church and 
community leaders for a_ federal 
investigation. The current trial is the 
result of federal indictments issued last 
April, alleging civil rights violations. 

“T think it is fairly clear to most 
Americans what happened that day,’’ 
said Lyn Wells, co-ordinator of the 
Atlanta-based National Anti-Klan 
Network. ‘‘Five people were killed in 
cold blood.’’ 

She said the acquittals have translated 
into a dramatic growth of the Klan in 
North Carolina and an increase in 
incidents of racist violence and 


harassment nationwide. 

Two television cameras recorded the 
Klan-nazi caravan and the shootings at 
the site of what would have been an anti- 
Klan march and rally sponsored by the 
Workers Viewpoint Organisation, now 


known as the Communist Workers 
Party. 

Because of the indisputable assault on 
the demonstrators by the Klan- and nazi- 
led caravan, another acquittal could 
have grave consequences, according to 
the Anti-Klan Network. 

It would be a signal to all perpetrators 
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of racist and anti-Semitic violence that 
their criminal acts could be committed 
with impunity; and it would be a 
message to the public that the guarantee 
of justice in America is an idle promise. 

Of equal concern to Ms Wells and 
others who have followed the case are 
indications of ‘““sovernment 
misconduct.”’ 

In spite of Klan and nazi infiltrators 
utilised by the Greensboro police 
department and the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) 
during the weeks preceding the incident, 
Klan and nazi members were still able to 
carry out their conspiracy to disrupt the 
march and rally — and_ shoot 
demonstrators. 

The alleged mishandling of the 
investigation of the incident and the 
deliberate exclusion of the informants 
from the state trial have raised serious 
questions about the police department’s 
and federal bureau’s use of the 
infiltrators and have provoked charges 
of government cover-up from various 
non-governmental quarters. Civil rights 
lawyers have gone to court requesting a 
special prosecutor, with the contention 
that the US Justice department cannot 
investigate these matters and prosecute 
the Klansmen and nazis too. 

In a prepared statement the Anti-Klan 
Network said that ‘‘police and 
government conduct implies wrong- 
doing on their part. They were 
knowledgeable enough about the Klan’s 
and nazis’ intentions and possession of 
weapons in the caravan to have stopped 
them and warned the demonstrators.’’ 


A trial brief produced by federal 
prosecutors does not address the 
activities and decisions of police and the 
BATFE, and does not indicate that BATF 
informant Bernard Butkovich, who 
infiltrated the nazis, will be called to 
testify. 

The brief does, however, name a Klan 
participant in the incident who is 
expected to testify for the government 
about ‘‘hit squad’’ type units of the 
‘Underground Klan’’ and the nazi 
‘‘Stormtroopers’’. 

Prosecutors would also attempt to 
prove the defendants’ racist motives in 
the shootings and expose their 
aspirations for creating ‘‘race war’’ by 
introducting evidence about other 
criminal acts connected to the groups. 

The defendants on trial in the federal 
case include the informant for the 
Greensboro police, Edward Dawson, a 
former Klan leader; Klansmen Virgil L. 
Griffin, Roy C. Toney, David W. 
Mathews, Coleman B. Pridmore and 
Jerry Paul Smith; and American Nazi 
Party members Roland W. Wood, Jack 
W. Fowler, Jr., and Raeford M. Caudle. 
All were leading officers in their 
respective organisations at the time of 
the incident. 

From the National Anti-Klan 
Network. 


Fascist imprisoned 


AN extreme right-winger sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment for murder has been 
re-arrested following his escape to 
France and is now serving his sentence in 
a Madrid jail. Juan Domingo Martinez 
Lorenzo was found guilty of a murder 
committed during a fascist attack on a 
Madrid bar. 


(Continued from previous page) 
described how the campaign brought 
together nazis, NSRP members and 
others, showing the value of racists co- 
operating with each other despite their 
differences. In a 1980 issue of the 
magazine, he was equally enthusiastic 
about the election campaigns of nazi 
Harold Covington and Klansman Tom 
Metzger. Both the hooked cross of 
nazism and the fiery cross of the Klan 
received his support, he stated. 

There are many other organisations 
on the US far right, most of them 
minute, though a few are of some 
importance, such as the former NSWPP 
ideological officer William Pierce’s 
National Alliance, and Willis Carto’s 
Liberty Lobby, which publishes the 
weekly Spotlight. Pierce’s group, which 
was once linked with Liberty Lobby, 
emphasises the ideological training of a 
cadre group to lead a future racist 
revolution, but seems to have run into 
financial problems, judging by the 
recent replacement of its monthly paper 
by a less frequent magazine. Carto’s 


group has been going for much longer 
and has played a prominent role* in 
publicising the ‘‘revisionist” claim that 
the Holocaust never happened. 
Another far-right group, the US 
Labour Party, is also worth mention. 
Led by a former Marxist, Lyndon 
LaRouche, previously known as Lyn 
Marcus, the Labour Party is active in 
Europe as well as America and produces 
a twice weekly paper, New Solidarity. 
The Labour Party, which is well-funded, 
in part due to its ownership of profitable 
computer and printing companies, puts 
much of its energies into publicising a 
bizarre conspiracy theory in which two 
factions are said to have been fighting 
for control of the world for hundreds of 
years. One faction, the pro-growth 
faction, is supported by the US Labour 
Party and includes the present American 
and Soviet leaderships. The other is 
opposed to economic growth and is 
behind the Left, Israel, the ecology 
movement, the drugs traffic and 
everything else LaRouche objects to. 
Unusually, LaRouche believes that the 


real force for evil is a conspiracy of 
British financiers who are seeking to 
destroy the American economy. Among 
the ‘‘top controllers” of international 
terrorism, according to the US Labour 
Party, is the “British Monarchy’’. 

It would be possible to go on 
endlessly about the different factions of 
the American extreme right. Our 
conclusion, however, would still be the 
same. While the hard right of modern 
US conservatism — _ the National 
Conservative’ political Action 
Committee, the Committee for the 
Survival of a Free Congress and the like 
— have made real inroads with the 
victory of Reagan, and the traditional 
hard-right John Birch Society remains 
of some significance, the racist right is 
still on the margins of American politics. 

In our next and final part we will 
be looking at the connections 
American extreme-rightists have 
forged with British fascists, and 
come to some conclusions about 
what the future holds for the 
American extreme-right. 














In the last few RECAPS, we have 
outlined the development of a 
coherent New Right in Britain, 
which has as one of its most 
important tenets a form of mystic 
nationalism which is profoundly 
hostile to black people. Beginning at 


local level in the early ‘60s, fuelled by. 


Enoch Powell's speeches in 1968 and 
1969, this new Racist Right consists 
presently of two main elements: the 
network of small pressure groups 
and campaigns involving figures 
like Lady Jane Birdwood, Joan 
Mason, Joy Page and Harvey 
Proctor MP; and a more 
intellectually “credible” coalition of 
right-wing academics and 
columnists associated with 
Peterhouse College, Cambridge, and 
now organised within the 
Conservative Philosophy Group and 
in the columns of the Salisbury 
Review. 


The attempt to create an authori- 
tarian, nationalist consensus has not 
been exclusively British, however. The 
New Nationalists have received con- 
siderable sustenance from similar 
moves abroad: particularly in France and 
the United States. In the latter country, 
the two most significant groups in the 
reforging of a right-wing consensus have 
been the network of fundamentalist 
Organisations and committees 
collectively dubbed the ‘New Right” 
(out of which grew the “Moral Majority’ 
campaign against abortion, 

homosexuality and feminism); and a 
group of largely East Coast-based 
academics known as the Neo- 
_ Conservatives. 

The Neo-Conservatives are particularly 
_important in three interconnected ways. 
First, they come from a sector of 
American society (the Eastern, often 
Jewish establishment) that has 
traditionally leaned towards liberalism, 
and has for that and other reasons been 
deeply hostile towards the aggressive, 
south-and-west Conservatism 
symbolised by Ronald Reagan. Second, 

__ most of them are defectors from the left, 
and in several cases, from the extreme 
left. Third, while they have not 
themselves (by and large) joined the 
Reagan administration, they have 
developed a number of intellectual 
constructs that are central to the 
President's propaganda. In other words, 
their influence (like that of the 

Peterhouse Group in Britain) is 
considerably greater than appearances 
_ would suggest. 

_ Perhaps the most typical neo- 

_ Conservative (dubbed the Godfather” of 
the tendency by &squire magazine, 
13.2.79) is Irving Kristol, who was for a 
short time a Trotskyite at City College, 

New York, in the late 1930s, but has, on 
his own admission “being moving 

steadily to the right since 1942”. By the 


early 50s, he had moved firmly into the _ 


anti-communist camp, as indicated by 


RECAP No. 24 The American connection 


his attitude to the witch hunts against 


former Communists led by Senator Joe 
McCarthy: “There is one thing that the 
American people know about Senator 
McCarthy’, he wrote in march 1952, “he, 
like them, is unequivocably anti- 
communist. About the spokesmen for 
American liberalism, they feel they know 
no such thing’. However, 


liberal on domestic issues) until the 
1960s, when the ‘excesses’ of Lyndon 
Johnson's extensions of the American 
welfare state in the Great Society 
programme drove him into the 
Republican Party. 

Kristol is co-editor, with Nathan 
Glazer, of a quarterly journal The Public 
interest, one of the two central organs of 
Neo-Conservatism. The other is 
Commentary, edited by Norman 
Podhoretz. Podhoretz is younger than 
Kristol and Glazer (and other Neo- 
Conservatives like Daniel Bell, Samuel P. 
Huntingdon and Senator Patrick 
Moynihan). Although never a 
Communist, Podhoretz saw himself as 
part of the new intellectual radicalism 
that spread through America in the early 
1960s, and to a certain extent fuelled the 
student and youth rebellion of the end of 
the decade. By the early ‘70s, however, 
Podhoretz had allied himself firmly to 
the Conservative cause, 


things, the article by Mrs Jean 


Kirkpatrick that secured her her job as 


United Nations ambassador in the 
Reagan administration. 

For a group of academics, Neo- 
Conservatives are remarkably similar in 
their outlook on the world. They share, 
in particular, a horror of the so-called 
excesses of the 1960s, and analyse that 
phenomenon in terms of a collapse of 
legitimate authority. 

In their project of reasserting 
authority, the Neo-Conservatives set 
their sights against all five of the major 
libertarian movements of the last 20 
years. As stated, they are hostile to the 
Welfare State in its 60s form (which, 
according to Kristol, “pitted the poor 
against everybody else and inevitably 
inflamed a feeling of envy in the poor 
and resentment in the non-poor’). They 
are also opposed to the environmental 
movement, which they see as 
fundamentally hostile to capitalism 


“To see something on television is to feel 
entitled to it; to be promised something 


by a politician is to feel immediately | 


deprived of it. What is called ‘the 


revolution of rising expectations’ has 
reached such grotesque dimensions that 
men take it as an insult when they are 


asked to be reasonable in their desires and 
demands. . . Self-government, the basic 
principle of the Republic, is inexorably 
being eroded in favour of self-seeking, 
se/f-indulgence, and just plain 
selfishness”. 

Irving Kristol, 

On the Democratic Idea in America 





Kristol 
remained a Democrat {and indeed a 


and his_ 
magazine published, among other 


{consumer advocate Ralph Nader is a | 
particular bogey). They oppose almost | 


all elements of the movement for sexual 
liberation (Podhoretz is well-known for 
his apoplectic attitude to homosexuality 
and Neo-Conservative Midge Dector — 
to whom Podhoretz is married — wrotea 
seminal anti-feminist book, 7he New 
Chastity and Other Arguments Against 
Women’s Liberation). Since the late ‘70s, 
they have been part of the growing 
chorus of American right-wingers 
seeking retrospectively — to justify 
America’s role in Vietnam, and arguing 


for much more militant American action 


in Central and South America. And Neo- 


Conservatives Podhoretz, Moynihan and — 
Glazer have been prominently associated | 


with the view that the movement for 
black civil rights went far too far, and, in 


particular, oppose both affirmative — 
action (positive discrimination) and de- __ 


segregatory school bussing. 


But the most important thing about | 


the Neo-Conservatives is the way in 


which they have welded traditional _ 
conservative prejudicesintoawholethat | 
has proved highly credible not only for 


the right but for the centre. By 


hammering the supposed distinction | 


between ‘‘authoritarian’’ and 
“totalitarian” 
tyrannies of the right are 
“authoritarian”, both communism and 
fascism are ‘'totalitarian’’), they have 


succeeded in making credible the 


Reaganiste policy of opposing East _ 
European dictatorships while supporting | 
unpleasant Central and South American | 


regimes. By what Kristol has dubbed the 
“doctrine of unintended consequences", 
they have sought to undermine liberal 
programmes like negative income tax 
(which is said to have broken up poor 
families) and the minimum wage (which 
is alleged to have priced young blacks 
out of the job market). And they have 
neatly combined their opposition to 
welfare spending, environmentalism, 
the student revolt, big government and 
even feminism by the promotion of a 
kind of sociological conspiracy theory, in 
which a “new class’ of government 
bureaucrats, in alliance with liberal 
opinion-makers in the 
academe, are engaged in a struggle for 
political and economic power, using 
environmental regulation, the promotion 
of progressive moral and cultural values, 
and indeed their own clients (the 
recipients of welfare) as weapons to 
undermine free enterprise. Against this 
conspiracy, the Neo-Conservatives 


promote not just the values of corporate __ 
Capitalism, but also more ancient ideas 


of deference, censorship, promotion of 
“family values” and “the moral authority 
of tradition”. 

In this sense, the Neo-Conservatives 
are indeed suspicious of those on the 





American Right — like Milton Friedman. 


— who see unrestricted free enterprise 
as a social panacea. In that view, they 
are at one with the Peterhouse School in 
this country, and indeed with the much 


more aggressive right-wing publicists 


and propagandists of the New Right. 


dictatorships (military 


media and 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


Cart civrrcn XOININ SI 
wales B RACISM & FASCISM 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 





In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF is launching a media monitoring project to campaign against 
racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of any work already being done by local groups to 
combat racism in the media. From this month, ‘Between the lines’ is being expanded to include work done by 


the project. 


Race reporting: The Newham 
Recorder and the Newham 8 


LOCAL newspapers reflect and 
strengthen London’s endemic racism in 
a number of ways. They can decide 
that racist attacks have no ‘‘news 
value’ and refuse to report them. Or 
they can seek to criminalise the victims 
of racial attacks when they do report 
them, relying exclusively on the police 
version of events. Some local papers 
have become skilled at using suggestive 
language, emphasis, juxtaposition, 
photographs, headlines and plain 
misreporting in ways that denigrate the 
black community. One of these is the 
Newham Recorder, whose coverage of 
the Newham 8 case and local racial 
attacks has been called misleading, 
biased, hypocritical and scandalous by 
the Newham 8 Defence campaign. 

It is not difficult to see why. Since 24 
September 1982, when eight Asian youths 
were arrested for defending schoolchildren 
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The crime 


against 
our police 


HE Greater London Council have 


set their sights on controlling 

é the police. 
To do so would involve an Act of 
Parliament and would not be possible 


unless Labour were in control at both 
Westminster and County Hall. 
That may seem a remote possibility on current political 
‘ends, but it is not an impossibility and their desires have 
) be taken seriously. 
Even by their own profligate standards, the amount of public money 
\at the GLC are spending on propaganda for the cause is outrageous. 
They have just published their third document entitied Policing 
ondon, twelve pages devoted to discrediting the police and encouraging 
oups throughout the capital to apply for cash aid to “further the work” 
{ thetr own Police Committee. 
One of those already benefiting 
‘om that generosity is the Camden 
olice sub-commitiee. There they 
ave decided that the committee 
ill consist of 15 councillors and 
even co-opted mi 
One possibility is that the seven 
dditional members would be 


vomen's groups: They could not be more wrong. 
rom the Trades Council, tenants These are the real things that the 
nd trader associations, and ordinary people are concerned 
tamden Policing the Police. opainary peopre “are ca 
CONCERNED thatit 


THEY ARE 
i isnolanger safe for people to walk 
=‘ sinaiiiamaaasitataiitiamictitpeims COM aren: = that 
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escalated. 


THEY ARE CONCERNED thai 
ever-she elderly are now prone ia 
he hue of that membership the most brutal and sickening 

vould be decidedly red and would ate 
1ave no place for people like la THEY ARE CONCERNED that 
nagistrates. who might just think the discipline of children in so 
here is pomeryee to be said in many homes and schools is such 
that no longer are they 
ves WHO controll site 
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and themselves from racial attacks, the 
newspaper has been concerned to turn 
public attention away from the fact of 
racial violence in Newham, to defend the 
police at all costs, and to insinuate that the 
supporters of the Newham 8 were up to no 
good. According to editor Tom Duncan in 
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STRIKE CALL 
TO PUPILS (-4 


SET OUR CHILDREN Storm over‘ 


AN EXAMPLE ‘race hate’ demo 
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a leader entitled ‘“The crime against our 
police’’ (28 October 1982), the ‘‘red’” GLC 
and the ‘‘extremist’?” Newham Monitoring 
Project (set up to monitor racist attacks and 
the police response to them) were trying to 
force the guardians of law and order to 
“‘soft-pedal with certain sections of the 
community”’ 

In the following month, while the paper 
carried out police public relations work — 
“‘Supercops win the day!’’ (4 November 
1982); ‘‘A Bobby dazzler at work, rest and 
play!’ (11 November 1982), — Duncan 
took up the issue of a ‘‘ ‘Race hate’ demo’’ 
a proposed boycott of classes by 
schoolchildren to draw public attention to 
violence directed against them which was 
generally ignored by the police. In a front 
page editorial, he denounced anyone not 
solidly opposed to the boycott, including 
the Chairman of Newham’s Education 
Committee who took ‘‘an alarmingly more 
tolerant view’’ of the proposed boycott 
than Duncan wished him to take. Duncan 
was not interested in the Chairman’s 
reasons for his ‘‘tolerant view’’, nor in the 
background to the planned strike. He 
implied that the pupils were simply s zp 
incited by irresponsible agitators. 

A month later, the agitators had a name 
— the Newham Monitoring Project. On 31 
December 1982 the paper devoted half its 
front page to the decision of Newham’s 
branch of the National Union of Teachers 
to support the Newham Monitoring Project 
under the headlines: ‘‘Teachers back 


rebellion leaders’? and ‘‘Storm looms as 
Tory raps ‘Left-wing Connection’ ’’. The 
body of the article ignored the issue of 
racial attacks, but instead lashed out at 
teachers, who ‘‘seem to have got themselves 
a bad name in the last few years for 
militancy and left-wing tactics’’, and at the 
Newham Monitoring Project, which 
‘‘helped organise Britain’s first pupil strike 
on 5 November’’. In fact, the strike was 
organised by the Newham 8 Defence 
Campaign: this was not the last time that 
the Recorder would attempt to bring the 
Monitoring Project into disrepute by tying 
it up with ‘‘disruptive’’ demonstrations. 

Subsequent allegations made by the 
Newham Monitoring Project at a House of 
Commons conference that the Newham 
police were racist, that they often refused to 
take action in racial attacks, and that Forest 
Gate police station in Newham had a 
reputation for intimidation and brutality 
led the Recorder to leap to the police’s 
defence. 


 Sroany ie gga 
roup blast ‘torture 
chamber’ lawmen 





Pure fantasy! 7 





Without 
consideration to the substance of the 
allegations, without interviewing anyone in 


giving the slightest 


the community, or in the Newham 
Monitoring Project, the newspaper gave the 
police a clean ticket. Under the headline 
‘*Black lawmen slam ‘race hatred’ slur’’ (3 
March 1983), four black policemen 
(featured in a large front-page picture) were 
quoted as saying ‘‘allegations of police 
brutality had been invented by anti-police 
groups, often from outside the borough’’ 
and that they had never seen anyone ill- 
treated by the police or come upon anyone 
with that kind of grievance. ‘‘It is normally 
only criminals who put over that 
viewpoint’’. (Take note, Newham 
Monitoring Project). 

The MP for Newham East’s comments 





about the numerous complaints he had 
received concerning the Forest Gate police 
station were simply ignored. In _ his 
editorial, Duncan relied on nothing more 
substantial than sarcasm to write off the 
allegations as ‘‘pure fiction’’ and 
“‘mischievous rubbish’’ and to imply that 
the Newham Monitoring Project was 
fostering an atmosphere of ‘‘hysteria’’ for 
its own dubious motives. 
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Six months later, the paper again ignored 
the substance of racial attacks in Newham 
in its report of a proposed demonstration in 
defence of the Newham 8 and against the 
Police Bill. A Chamber of Commerce 
spokesman condemned the proposed 
demonstration on the grounds that ‘‘it 
could result in a riot’? under a headline 
proclaiming ‘‘Race march fury of trade 
bosses’’ (1 September 1983). An almost 
identical article followed two weeks later, 
again emphasising the same man’s fears of 
violence, and pointing out ominously that 
outsiders would be coming for the march 
from as far away as Bradford, Sheffield 
and Birmingham, and that schoolchildren 
would be recruited into its ranks. When the 


Recorder reporter was on hand to watch the 
children demonstrate, and to quote the 
Education Director’s view that ‘‘they have 
been encouraged to do this, which is 
breaking the law, by an organisation which 
is not particularly interested in the 
continuity of children’s education’’ and 
that it would be the subject of a town hall 
probe. Along with the article the paper 
printed two photos of the demonstrating 
schoolchildren, which could have hardly 
been reassuring to parents already worried 
about their children’s safety. 

The Recorder sent its reporter to the 
demonstration, but it did not send one to 
the trial. On the grounds that it was short of 
staff, the paper relied exclusively on the 
Press Association for its coverage of the 
proceedings. Since the prosecution case was 
very much in step with the Recorder’s 
general line, the paper made the most of its 
description of events, tacking on the 
headline ‘‘Police Fell Prey to Armed Mob 
Fury’? (24 November 1983). As_ the 
Recorder had been telling its readers all 
along, it was the police who were at risk in 
Newham — in this case, the three 
plainclothes policemen who were attacked 
by an ‘‘armed vigilante group of Asians’’. 
In its coverage of the defence case, the 
paper didn’t mention the defence allegation 
that the prosecution had based its case on 
‘‘voluntary statements’? which were 
obtained through fabrication and 
intimidation. Neither was it interested in 
following up defence allegations that 
Asians had led a ‘‘nightmarish existence’ in 
Newham, and that they had been forced to 
take upon themselves the defence of 
schoolchildren. (Ironically, the issue of the 
Recorder reporting the judge’s summing up 
also contained an article describing two 
separate vicious attacks on black teenagers 


by white thugs (29 December 
Nowhere in the article is there any 
suggestion that these attacks might 
somehow tie up with the background to the 
Newham 8 case. But at least racial attacks 
were at last deemed newsworthy!). 

The paper must have found the judge’s 
description of the events in Newham as a 
‘‘racist vendetta’, with two feuding gangs 
spoiling for a fight, more congenial than the 
history of racial abuse given by the defence. 
‘*There is no doubt’’, said the judge, ‘‘that 
there have been irresponsible elements in 
Newham, bent on attacks of a racial 
character’? (29 December 1983). Unlike 
national papers, the Newham Recorder did 
not elicit any comments from the Newham 
8 Defence Campaign in response to the 
judge’s summing up. In fact, at no time has 
the paper been interested in what the 
Defence Campaign had to say. When asked 
about this by CARF, Tom Duncan replied 
that his paper was simply staying within the 
law in not commenting when a case is sub 
judice. For this reason the paper refused to 
report Newham Council’s publicly 
announced support for the Newham 8 
Defence Campaign. 

But the paper has lacked a similar 

reticence when the police were criticised by 
the Newham Monitoring Project or when 
demonstrations were planned by the 
Newham 8 Defence Campaign. Then it has 
been quick to take sides, either directly, or 
through insinuation. On 8 January 1984, a 
public meeting in Newham, attended by 70 
people, unanimously voted to press the 
Newham Council to cut off all links with 
the Newham Recorder. 
@ This month’s ‘Between the lines’ shorts 
can be found on page 20. Please send 
contributions for future editions to CARF 
c/o Searchlight. 


1983). 


LONDON AGAINST 


RACISM 


1984 sees the start of a major drive by the GLC to make people 
aware of the damaging and divisive effects of racism in London. 

The facts of racial disadvantage ought to be well known, but too 
often people choose to ignore or condone them - especially the way larger 
organisations perpetuate racism in their structures and practices. 

To be effective, the London Against Racism campaign needs 
your support, 

How? Partly by taking part in the programme of anti-racist activities 
and events in 1984, but most importantly by a personal commitment to the 
campaign - by becoming involved. 


To fight racism in London, this is what we are asking you to do: 


march actually took place, it must have 
seemed something of an anti-climax to the 
Newham Recorder staff and readership. 
The report, under a modest headline 
‘Demo wins support’’, was briefer than 
those earlier in the month reporting the 
Chamber of Commerce’s ‘“‘fury’’ and 
“‘fear’’. The demonstrators ‘‘against 
alleged racism’’ were ‘‘angry’’ but the 
march was ‘‘peaceful’’ — nothing like the 
Chamber of Commerce supposedly had in 
mind (29 September 1983). 

By the time of the September march, the 
Newham 8 had been awaiting trial for a 
year. As the trial date approached, the 
Recorder again cast both the Newham 
Monitoring Project and the Newham 8 
Defence Campaign into the role of no-good 
troublemaker. Again schoolchildren were 
the issue — not because of racial attacks 
upon them, but because of a planned picket 
by them of the Old Bailey at the opening of 
the trial. The Newham Monitoring Project 
had made it clear to the Recorder that it was 
not organising the demonstration, but it 
found itself designated as campaign 
‘sponsor’ anyway (3 November 1983). On 
the day the trial was scheduled to begin, a 


Recognise that racism runs through all aspects of life in London; not 
ignore it, condone it, or gloss over it. 

Agree the fundamental right of all Londoners to enjoy a level of real 
equality, justice, freedom and security that currently does not exist. 
Create conditions, at home, at work and in the community that make 
it impossible for racism to operate. 

Join with all ordinary people in London to fight the disadvantages 
common to them all. 

Examine, criticise, challenge and change the structures that 
perpetuate racism in organisations. Don't sit back and leave it to 
others. Your contribution is vital. 


| want to join the fight against racism in London. 
How can | become involved? 


NAME 





ADDRESS 








DAYTIME TEL. NO. 
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However, the brothers were acquitted 
all charges arising out of the ir 

with the police, after a — hearing 


a 30 November 1983 i in eas : 


_ Magistrates’ Court, three brothers 
were acquitted 


_ police car after a weekend of racial 
2 violence i in July 183, 


On the Friday night, a group of 


; drunken white youths, urinating in the 
. gardens of Asian homes and shouting 
racist abuse, were confronted by Asian 


people and in the ensuing fight one of 


the white youths had an arm broken. 


__ The following day, the whites sought 
revenge, stopping a car and beating up 


its Asian occupants, including the cousin 
of one of the three brothers finally 
charged. When they reported the 


incident to the police, the Asians were — 


charged with threatening behaviour. _ 


The same night, six Asian youths, 
_ passing by, were attacked by the same 


_gang who were drinking in — the Asians 
alleged — a whites-only pub known as a 
haunt of racists. One 12-year-old boy 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ FROM FASCISM TO FOOTLIGHTS 


Alan Myatt, a former National Front strong-arm 
man, has given up active involvement in fascist 
politics for amateur acting. He has appeared as a 
herald in Cinderella at Gloucester Leisure 
Centre, and is currently rehearsing for a role as 
arch-villain in Guys and Dolls. 

Myatt, (26), a builder, of Podsmead, 
Gloucester, said that he had left the NF because 
“there was too much violence’’, and because he 
disapproved of Martin Webster. He said he was 
still a ‘‘nationalist and a patriot’? but wasn’t 
involved, and kept himself to himself. 

‘“‘When you are a member of a dramatic 
society you leave all your political beliefs behind 
you’’, he said. 

Myatt was well-known in the 1970s for active 
involvement in bloody clashes with anti-fascists 
in Gloucester and Bristol. (Western Daily Press 
11.1.84.) 


e@ AUSCHWITZ EXHIBITION — ARSON 
THEORY 

Forensic experts in Birmingham are investigating 
a fire which destroyed relics from Auschwitz 
concentration camp. The items were on loan to 
Britain from the Polish government for a series 
of exhibitions designed to show young people the 
results of fascism and racism. They were being 
stored in a warehouse in Erdington, when the fire 
broke out in the early hours of 14 January. 

Mr David Rosenburg, a member of the 
Auschwitz National Initiative Group, which 
organised the exhibition, said he believed the fire 
might have been started deliberately. 

‘There are now extremist groups who want to 
deny that the Holocaust ever took place, and 
naturally these people want to destroy the 
evidence of the victims.’ 

He said the damage was considerable. 
(Evening Mail 16.1.84.) 
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on charges of — 


assaulting police and damaging a se ah thesiening behocu. 


_ Serious Chater: 


because he hit back to defend himself. 
_There was no evidence of any eearession 
a his part. 
On the following morning, at 3 45am, 


- Gafier was woken by the police who 


wanted him to give a witness statement 
about the damage done earlier to his car. 
When he protested, the police 
summoned reinforcements, the whole 
household was awakened and Safier and 
_his two brothers were dragged bodily 


from the house. Later, in court, the 


police were to allege that the brothers 


had resisted them violently and caused 


damage to the police car. _ 
Initially the charges against the 


brothers would ha permitted them to 


elect trial by jury. When this appeared 
possible, the police _— the more 


@ DUNDEE ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 


Dundee Trades Council has planned an anti- 
fascist campaign for 1984, following the alleged 
abduction of a boy by fascists last year. The 
14-year-old boy was taken to a fascist rally in 
Belgium by members of the National Socialist 
Action Party, against the wishes of his parents, 
on a forged passport. 

Local NSAP organiser Stephen Kerr told the 
boy’s parents that he was taking the lad to an 
RAF training camp at Loch Lomond. Kerr, who 
had infiltrated the Royal Observer Corps, was 
wearing a full RAF uniform, and _ all 
correspondence relating to the non-existent 
training camp was on official RAF notepaper. 

The NSAP contingent, including 14 young 
people, didn’t reach the fascist rally at 
Diksmuide on 3 July. One of the party was found 
to be carrying a firearm after a disturbance in an 
Ostend bar, and the entire party was deported. 

The boy’s sister said that he admitted having 
sworn an oath of allegiance to Hitler at Kerr’s 
home. 

‘He said he’d held Main Kamp over his heart 
and swore the oath promising to get rid of Jews 
and black people.”” (Morning Star 3.1.84.) 


@ FRONT MEETINGS BANNED 


National Front meetings in Birmingham and 
Gravesham have been banned. 

In Birmingham, the NF have been refused 
permission to stage an election rally in the Town 
Hall in April. The meeting was to have been held 
on 21 April to introduce the 15 candidates the 
party plan to stand in the May municipal 
elections. Neville Bosworth, the leader of the 
Conservative Council, banned the NF meeting 
after the police had warned of possible violence. 

Norman Tomkinson, the NF Birmingham 
branch organiser, condemned the Council ban as 
a ‘‘denial of the party’s democratic rights’’, and 
said that they would have to be allowed to speak 
somewhere under the Representation of the 
People Act. 

In Gravesham, North Kent, the Council has 
banned all NF public meetings. The NF will still 
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be allowed to hold meetings in private. (Evening 
Mail 19.1.84 and Kent Evening Post 4.1.84.) 


@ NF CANDIDATE JAILED 


The National Front candidate for Peckham, 
South London, shouted racial abuse at the 
borough’s black mayor. Mrs Mary Bailey, (32), 
was found guilty of using threatening words and 
behaviour, and jailed for five days. 

The incident occurred after the count at last 
year’s General Election. Bailey jumped in front 
of the Mayor’s car, gave a V-sign, waved her fist 
at Mr King, and shouted: 

‘Even the mayor is a black bastard. Why 
don’t we send the niggers back?’’ to her 
supporters. 

Police Inspector Ryan Holland described how 
he had repeatedly warned the NF supporters 
about their behaviour, and had spoken 
individually to Bailey. 

“They were shouting and swearing racist 
slogans, and many of the people leaving the 
school were visibly disgusted — many of whom 
were of different colours and ethnic origins,’’ he 
said. (Deptford & Peckham Mercury 12.1.84). 


@ HOLOCAUST FAKE LETTER 
CAMPAIGN 

A letter claiming that the Holocaust is a Jewish 
lie, has been sent to many rabbis and 
distinguished Jewish figures, including Baroness 
Gaitskell, the widow of Hugh Gaitskell. 

The letter falsely claims to be from Woburn 
House, the headquarters of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews. It is headed ‘“‘Board of 
Deputies of British Jews — 1983 Holocaust 
Revisionist Committee’’, and is signed by a ‘“‘Mr 
Abraham Eichstein (chairman)’’. The letter is 
crudely written, and had been quickly recognised 
as a hoax by most of its recipients. It states: 

“The louder we shout and the more 
contemptibly we whine, the less we are being 
believed . . . Our Big Lie has had its day.”’ 

The authors of the letter are believed to be 
members of a National Front faction, although 
there are a number of right-wing groups claiming 
that the Holocaust didn’t take place. (Jewish 
Chronicle 13.1.84.) 





IN letter home from the Front = 


LAST July, the Blackburn and 
Accrington Group of the National Front 
announced its new committee and its 
plans for a whole range of activities in its 
local members’ bulletin. 


Startled members woke up to find 
details of these activities on their 
doormats: door-to-door sales every 
Wednesday, street sales on certain 
Saturdays and sales at every home 
match at Blackburn’s Ewood Park 
ground. 

Alas ... the best laid plans etc. ... 
and Blackburn NF’s certainly have, if a 
recent letter from local Fuhrer Bob 
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POLICE AND PRISONS 





“Delicate negotiations’’ on New Cross fire 


Information relating to the New Cross Fire, 
which killed 13 young black people three years 
ago, has been the subject of ‘‘delicate 
negotiations’’ between Scotland Yard and the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. The police had 
immediately discounted the possibility that the 
fire was a racial attack, although there is a long 
history of attacks on black people in the area. 
The recent report by the Policy Studies Institute 
on relations between the police and black 
community in London called the police’s 
handling of the case ‘‘a disaster’. Now the police 
claim that a black man who attended the party is 
the chief suspect. (Sunday Times 8.1.84.) 


Police Laugh and Joke with NF 


Liverpool Labour councillors are to take up 
allegations that police officers were seen 
“‘fraternising, laughing and joking’? with NF 
newspaper sellers. Chairman Derek Hatton 
regretted that the Council lacked the power to 
stop the sale of ‘‘racist filth’’: ‘It’s up to the 
sheer weight of the Labour movement to stop 
these animals.’’ Black shoppers and Labour and 
trade union supporters are planning to 
demonstrate against the NF. (Liverpool Daily 
Post 12.1.84.) 


Police forms “Racist and Biased’ 


The Cheshire Constabulary denied there were 
racist connotations in a form requiring officers 
to fill out information about wanted, suspected, 
arrested, or summonsed persons. A list of 
physical characteristics, including ‘‘negroid’’, 
“effeminate’’, ‘‘Jewish nose’’, is given on the 
form. (Jewish Chronicle 30.12.83.) 


Couple cleared of assaulting police officer 


Tilak Raj Tandon and his wife, Victoria, were 
cleared of four charges brought by PC Andrew 
Broad after he stopped their car for a ‘routine 


Hayes is anything to go by. Hayes 
doesn't think much of his comrades. To 
judge from his letter, he’s only got two 
or three who turn up for paper sales. 
Perhaps the others have been turning up 
on the wrong Saturdays. After all, if he 
won't tell them which Saturdays . . . 
Describing the members as 
“pathetic”, the letter goes on to berate 
the local nazis of whom “only a handful 
of activists made any effort at all. “This 
can't be said about the branch Deputy 
Organiser, Andrew Wells, who seems to 
have put some “effort” into “organising” 
a Breach of the Peace, or so his remand 


check’’. Wilmslow magistrates heard that PC 
Broad insulted them with racist taunts, attacked 
Mr Tandon until he lost consciousness, struggled 
with Mrs Tandon, and finally had them both 
“thrown into a cell’’. Witnesses attested that the 
constable had shouted ‘‘black bastard’? and 
kicked Mr Tandon, and called Mrs Tandon ‘‘a 
black lover’. The prosecutor replied that the 
officer had lost his temper in the heat of the 
moment: ‘“‘It is the easiest thing in the world 
when faced with a black person to call them 
black.’’ After being cleared of the charges of 
assaulting the officer and obstruction, Mr 
Tandon was found guilty of failing to provide a 
specimen of breath and was fined £75 and 
disqualified from driving for 12 months. 
(Wilmslow Express Advertiser 12.1.84.) 


Police swoop in Luton 


The Pakistan and Kashmir Welfare Society has 
claimed that more than 60 houses were searched 
by police and 200 people questioned at Luton 
police station and denied their legal rights in a 
raid by Scotland Yard and Luton police, 
ostensibly to look for forged passports. A travel 
agent, Mohamed Akram, was subjected to a 
search and interrogation for 10 hours, and 
during that time was never once asked about 
forged passports. ‘‘It was total harassment’’, he 
claimed. (Asian Times, 3.2.84.) 


EDUCATION 





An unofficial independent enquiry is being set 
up, under the chairmanship of sociology 
professor Stuart Hall, to examine the central 
issues in the row over racism among cadets at 
Hendon Police School, which broke out when a 
lecturer, John Fernandes, gave to the media 62 
cadet essays showing racist tendencies. The 
enquiry will almost certainly run parallel with 
disciplinary procedures taken by NATFHE 
against four lecturers who supported Mr 
Fernandes. (Times Higher Educational 
Supplement 6.1.83.) 


Teacher arrested 


A supply teacher in Bradford who reported two 
other teachers to their union and the local 
authority for alleged racist remarks about the 
school’s black headteacher, was arrested and 
accused of causing a breach of the peace. The 
National Union of Teachers dismissed the 
allegations and the local authority say they have 
no evidence of a racist campaign against the 
headteacher. (Scotsman 6.12.83.) 


Teacher reinstated after racist remarks 


A teacher at South London’s Kingsdale 
Comprehensive was admonished by an ILEA 


on bail till April seems to suggest. 

That isn’t enough for Hayes, whose 
advice to members is to say that 
“everyone of us will have to get up off 
our backsides and make a supreme 
effort in 1984.” He tells them: ‘Meetings 
are very important, they provide the 
opportunity ... to catch up with the 
latest nationalist development and to 
purchase NF merchandise.” And indeed, 
where else will they find out about the 
latest split: but hasn't anybody told 
Hayes that his supporters are probably 
much happier breaching the peace? 





disciplinary tribunal for remarks ‘‘that children 
could have misinterpreted as racist’? and 
reinstated in her job, while other allegations 
against her of extreme racism were dismissed. 
The tribunal was told she made the remarks last 
May ‘‘under provocation’, and therefore 
decided to give her the lightest punishment it 
could impose. (Times Educational Supplement 
6.1.84.) 


Headmaster denies racial motive in school 
attacks 


Asian parents of children attending Barden High 
School in Burnley in Lancashire have called an 
emergency meeting because of frequent racial 
attacks on their sons by white pupils. In the most 
recent incident, a 4th-year pupil needed five 
stitches below his right eye. Newly-appointed 
headmaster George Senior has denied the attack 
had any racial motive. But some schoolboys have 
been assaulted several times by gangs of white 
youths, and others have regularly had their 
dinner money taken from them. (Burnley 
Express and News 13.1.84.) 


Playground racists 


An investigation by the Bradford metropolitan 
district council has found that ‘‘race hate’’ is 
rampant in the city’s schools and playgrounds 
(Morning Telegraph 6.1.84.) 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Guilty of threatening behaviour 


A group of Bolton Wanderers’ supporters spat 
and made ‘‘ape noises’’ at a black Bradford City 
player during a Bradford City-Wanderers match 
in September 1983, Bradford magistrates were 
told. 22-year-old Stephen John Winward was 
found guilty of using threatening words and 
behaviour, and fined £100. Winward has a 
previous conviction for a similar offence. 
(Bolton Evening News 5.1.84.) 


Guilty of window smashing 


Michael Smart, an 18-year-old Southall 
dustman, smashed a window in the home of an 
Asian after the Asian told a group of skinheads 
who gathered outside his home to shut up. 
According to police testimony, Smart confessed 
to not liking Asians. He was ordered to pay 
compensation, and put on probation for two 
years. (Southall Gazette 13.1.84.) 


Muslim graves desecrated 


Eighteen Muslim graves in an Eastfield cemetery 
have been vandalised in what the Asian 
community sees as a racist attack. Community 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Relations Council officer, Mahebub Lahda said 
that ‘‘the feeling was that if the police would 
recognise it as a racial attack, it would ease 
community tension and increase confidence in 
the police. (Peterborough Standard 19.1.84.) 





Asian party under seige 


More than 50 skinheads laid seige to an Asian 
party in Emmanuel Church Hall, Southall. Gary 
Sergeant, aged 19, was arrested when he smashed 
a window and threw a bottle at one of the 
partygoers. 

While in police custody, he admitted to 
committing 64 burglaries with his friends during 
the past three years. He was sentenced to a total 
of 16 months youth custody — 12 for the 
burglaries and four months youth custody for 
criminal damage. (Southall Gazette 27.1.84). 


Racial attacks on housing estates 


In the past two years 11 cases of racial 
harassment have been reported to the Norwood 
District Housing office in South London, but 
many others go unreported. Often directed 
against women and children, these cases include 
racist name calling, graffiti daubed on walls, 
burning materials pushed through letterboxes, 
telephone threats and hate mail, physical 
assaults, and rubbish dumped at the homes of 
black families. Very few racist acts reported to 
the police actually result in prosecutions, 
according to the Brixton Law Centre. Lambeth 
Council has been transferring the attackers (not 
the victims, as was previous policy) to different 
housing estates, and writing a new clause into 
tenancy agreements stating that racist acts would 
be considered a breach of tenancy. 


Bolton racists jailed 


Bolton Crown Court has sentenced Michael 
Raynor, aged 24 and Anthony Baker, aged 19, to 
three years in custody for ‘‘racist attacks’’. The 
court heard how the men abused the wife of a 
Pakistani shopowner, and then assaulted his 
75-year-old mother, Mrs Rani Begum. After that 
they kicked and beat Mr Lal Hussain, who was 
out walking with his 10-year-old son. They then 
attacked Mrs Gul Fraz Choudray, causing her 
eardrum to perforate. During interviews with the 
police they expressed their dislike of black 
people. (Evening News 16.1.84.) 


Assault charge in Leicester 


John Irvine, aged 20, David Baker, aged 22, and 
Paul Baker, aged 23, have been charged with 
assaulting Pargat Singh chohan and his two sons 
and causing them actual bodily harm in April 
1982. (Leicester Mercury, 9.1.84.) 


Skinhead to do community service after 
baseball bat attack 


A 19-year-old skinhead, Andrew Frain, was 
found guilty in Reading of a random attack on 
Mohammed Nazir, who was hit with a baseball 
bat, and his jacket stolen. Frain was ordered to 
pay £50 compensation and to do 240 hours of 
community service. (Evening Post 13.1.84.) 


Fines for racist attack 


Brian Stephenson, aged 21 and Glenn Davison, 
aged 18, both of Sunderland, were found guilty 
of attacking Syed Ali, knocking him to the 
ground, punching and kicking him, and stealing 
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his watch after leaving a Sunderland nightclub. 
According to the prosecution, the only motive 
for the attack was that they didn’t like seeing 
‘‘coloured men in the club’’. They were each 
fined £250 and ordered to pay £200 costs each, as 
well as £30 to compensate Mr Ali for damage to 
his watch. (Echo 12.1.84.) 


Skinhead gang forces girl to leave train 


Norma Greaney, aged 18, who led a gang of 30 
skinheads in an attack on a 17-year-old black 
student, Angela Phillips, was sentenced to two 
months in youth custody and ordered to pay £30 
compensation, The Clerkenwell court heard how 
the gang forced, Ms Phillips to leave the tube 
train at Old Street Station although it was not her 
stop by chanting ‘‘blacks go home’’, and then 
followed her, jostling her and tearing a gold 
chain from her neck (Islington Gazette 13.1.84.) 


Man terrorised by repeated racist attacks 


In late January Mr Durlabh Singh, an Edmonton 
civil servant, poet, and sculptor, was walking 
down the street when he was attacked by two 
white youths and knocked to the ground. He had 
to have glass removed from his eye. Two months 
earlier he had been attacked by two white youths 
on Tottenham Court Road, who chanted racial 
slogans, knocked his turban off, and beat him 
unconscious with a blunt instrument. The police 
told him there was no need for him to go to the 
hospital and that there was nothing they could 
do. Five years previously Mr Singh had been 
attacked by white youths with knives, and only 
escaped by running into a nearby shop. A 
defence campaign for the hundreds of Asians in 
Mr Singh’s position has now been established 
with the help of the Asian Action Group in 
Haringey. (Asian Times 3.2.84.) 





Threat to children 


The Children’s Legal Centre has accused the 
Home Office of defiance of the European 
Convention on Human Rights in its ‘‘cruel and 
utterly unnecessary assault’’ on two British-born 
children, Zevnep Hasbudak, aged seven, and 
Fatih Hasbudak, aged five, who are due to be 
deported to Turkey, a country they have never 
seen. Their family, which entered Britain eight 
years ago, has been in hiding since their last 
appeal failed in November 1983. MP's, 
community groups, and the staff and children of 
William Patten School have campaigned for a 
reversal of the Home Office decision. (Morning 
Star 6.1.84.) 


Kwame Ture barred from Britain 


Kwame Ture, the former Black Panther leader 
Stokely Carmichael, was deported from Britain 
within hours of his arrival at Heathrow Airport. 
While held by immigration officials, he was not 
allowed to talk to his solicitor. The Home Office 
claimed that Mr Ture made inflammatory 
statements on his tour of Britain last September, 
and it would ‘‘not be conducive to the public 
good’’ to allow him to re-enter the country as the 
guest of the Hackney Black People’s Association 
for another speaking tour. Mr Ture had 
previously been banned from Britain in 1967 by 
the then Home Secretary, Mr Roy Jenkins. 
(Guardian 23.1.84.) 


HOUSING DISCRIMINATION 





CRE report on Hackney 


The findings of a Commission of Racial Equality 
report into discrimination in the allocation of 


housing in the London borough of Hackney have 
been accepted by the Labour-controlled Hackney 
Council. The CRE investigation, begun in 1978, 
shows that although half the people on the 
Hackney housing list were black, only 21 per cent 
got houses, rather than maisonettes or flats, and 
only 12 per cent got new property. Seventy-nine 
per cent of white people got houses, and 88 per 
cent new property. Racial bias was also found in 
transfer and re-housing cases. The Hackney 
Council has now started an ethnic monitoring 
system to check whether discrimination 
continues. The CRE intends to examine the 
housing policies of 44 other local authorities. 
(Guardian 13.1.84, Southall Gazette 27.1.84.) 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you wiil 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


CONV Elan =Xel0|aal-Melaimcal- Mi tat-]ime)mmol-l[ale Bre) 
virtuous landlord (Guardian, 28.1.1984): 

““.. when the charges come in, | 
sometimes wonder what a Pakistani 
landlord would have made of the flats? 
Or, for that matter, an Italian? | feel 
pretty certain that the Pakistani would 
be floating around in a Rolls now... 
And as for the Italian . . . unthinkable. 
Totally unthinkable. No wife-ing away 
for him.” 


@A spokesman for the Church of 
England commenting on the fact that 
there are only 60 black priests in Britain 
(The Observer, 22.1.84): 

“Granted, there’s a long way to go. 
As priests, we have to come to terms 
with different cultures. We are 
accustomed to priests from Anglo- 
Saxon cultures who are used to 
committee work and turning up on time. 
Matsa -Vicem @r-1¢10)o\-r-]ammmocolanianle] alia ame el-1:) 
seem to be more relaxed.”’ 


@ Jill Tweedie (Guardian 24.1.1984): 
“|. the truth is that some parts of 
racism are extremely natural 
Tare (cise Prom anlU(ol aM icw-Md]are Me) m cele anm eel 
into humanity that it could well be 
considered a primeval, possibly genetic, 
inheritence .. .’ 


C Msiiaatelaiem mere (ey-laammecolaniant=ia) (ine mame) a) 
campaigns against racism in children’s 
books (The Observer 22.1.1984): 

“_ . Life for a children’s author must 
be as difficult as it is for a Soviet 
encyclopaedist; the approved line can 
change even while you’re marking the 
proofs.” 





